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PLANS to cut down Banbury’s four 
children centres to one might leave 
the axe to fall on vulnerable fami- 
lies, campaigners have warned on 
the eve of a crucial council debate. 

That centre would replace the current 
early intervention hub in Hilton Road, 
but campaigners have warned the new 
service will disregard thousands of 
families in need of support. 

Banbury’s is one of eight new centres 
which have been proposed by Oxford- 
shire County Council to replace its 44 
children centres at a cost of £12m. 

Their main aim would be to give sup- 
port on issues from domestic violence 
and substance abuse to parental health. 

But they would also help to get chil- 
dren ready for school, improve personal 
safety and increase awareness of child 
sexual exploitation. 

It would be referral-only, with vulner- 
able children identified by schools and 
health agencies. Staff would be centre- 
based, but also visit families at home, in 
schools and at other locations. 

Save Oxfordshire Children’s Centres 
campaign leader Jill Huish said: “The 
new centres will not reach many people 
and they will be expensive. 

“Children centres reach about 19,500 


RUCIAL AID’ 


Stand Up for 
niaren’s Centr 


The latest protest over the closures, in Oxford on Saturday, included the Prime Minister's aunt, Clare Currie, centre with blue hat 


Kieran Davey 
kdavey@ngo.com 


families and that is going to mean a lot 
of people will be left without support. 

“The axe is hanging over families 
and staff and the feeling of that hap- 
pening to people is horrible. 

“In Banbury, it can also be hard for 
people to get around. A lot of people 
can’t get into town from rural areas. 

“We have even seen the numbers of 
people using centres go up because 
our campaign means more people are 
aware of them.” 

There are four children’s centres in 
Banbury: East Street Centre in Calder 
Close, Sunshine Centre in Edmunds 
Road, North Banbury Centre in Hard- 
wick School and Britannia Road Cen- 
tre in Grove Street. 

Under council plans, all four would 
stay open to provide childcare ser- 
vices until April next year. After that, 
their future is not guaranteed. 

Ms Huish said: “It seems the coun- 
cil’s hand has been forced, so we can 
avoid a massive childcare crisis.” 

More than 2,700 people responded to 
a public consultation held from Octo- 
ber to January, with hundreds more 
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having their say at public meetings. 

The council’s cabinet member for chil- 
dren, education and families, Melinda 
Tilley said: “We know how highly people 
value the range of services and we are 
truly sorry to have to reduce these. 

“The reality is that current financial 
pressures and rising demand alone, never 
mind future savings, would mean having 
to redesign services at this point in time. 

“What we are proposing is the safest 
possible system that protects vulnerable 
families and links with other agencies. 

The performance scrutiny committee 
was due to discuss the centres today. 

Parents’ pleas: Page 5 
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Exploring science 


N OXON: A celebration of the 
best of British science and 
technology will be held in 
Middleton Cheney on March 16. 
Organised by the Library 
Supporters Group and Middleton 
Cheney Primary Academy, 
sessions will include interactive 
performances from science 
experts and short films. It will be 
held in the village hall in Main 
Road. Tickets are £3 per adult for 
each session, and £1.50 for 
children. Booking is essential. For 
more details, call 01295 710218. 


Tax on agenda 


N OXON: Council tax and 
Bicester’s eco-town will be top of 
the agenda for district councillors 
next week. 

Cherwell District Council will be 
holding its full meeting on 
Monday, when members will also 
discuss the budget for next year. 

The meeting will take place at 
Bodicote House, starting at 
6.30pm. Members of the public 
may attend. 


Social media hit 


N OXON: Nearly 24,000 people 
looked at Facebook posts by 
Cherwell District Council, as part 
of its Get Lean for 2016 drive. 

Each day in January, the 
recreation and health team 
promoted a different club or 
fitness routine on its page. 

Council deputy leader George 
Reynolds said: “All of the work to 
promote this campaign was 
delivered in house, so we have 
managed to get our message to 
appear without any cost to 
taxpayers.” 


NMP airs concerns 
at court’s closure 


Plans to shut Magistrates 
raises worries people must 
travel further for justice 


Joe Gammie 
jgammie@ngo.com 


BANBURY MP Victoria Prent- 
is has added her voice to those 
concerned that people will 
have to travel further to obtain 
justice. 

It follows the decision to close 
Bicester Magistrates’ Court. 

Ms Prentis is worried that people 
living in the town will now have to 
travel to Oxford for court proceed- 


ings. 

She has lobbied Court and Tri- 
bunals Minister Shailesh Vara to 
ask if services can be moved to 
Banbury as well or for cases to be 
heard in other venues. 

She said: “I am concerned that 
the people of Bicester should not 
have to travel too far to obtain jus- 
tice.” 

The future of the court in Queens 
Avenue was thrown into doubt in 
July when the Ministry of Justice 
(MoJ) announced a consultation to 
close underused and poor-quality 
court buildings. 

The consultation closed in Octo- 
ber, but the final decision was only 


MP Victoria Prentis, who is lobbying the Court and Tribunals Minister for 
some services to be moved to Banbury with the closure of Bicester 


made by ministers this week. It 
has been earmarked for closure by 
the end of March 2017 because it is 
running at 11 per cent of capacity. 

Top lawyers have also claimed 
that the closures of court and tri- 
bunal buildings will “deepen the 
inequalities” in the justice system. 

The Law Society’s president 
Jonathan Smithers said: “The ma- 
jority of these closures will make 


it more difficult for a significant 
number of people to get to court, 
disproportionately affecting peo- 
ple living in rural areas, those 
with disabilities and lower income 
families. 

“No matter who you are, no mat- 
ter where you live, everyone in 
England and Wales must be able to 
access legal advice and the justice 
system.” 


Sports chance 
for homeless 


YOUNG people facing homelessness in 
Banbury are to be given more support in 
the form of free sports sessions. 

Users of the Banbury Young 
Homelessness Project (BYHP), which 
works with young people aged 13 to 25, 
are invited to take part in ten weeks of 
activities through the national Sportivate 
initiative. 

They can join classes run by local clubs 
— including boxing, golf and football 
clubs — while those attending at least 
eight sessions in ten weeks will be 
eligible for a reduced membership for 
their chosen club. 

The scheme is being run in partnership 
with Cherwell District Council and 
Sportivate, which provides funding to 
local authorities so they can offer more 
sporting opportunities to young people. 

Council deputy leader George Reynolds 
said: “Our latest project will give the 
users of BYHP the chance to join various 
clubs for free and take part in the 
associated activities. 

“These young people have not had the 
same opportunities available to them as 
many of their peers or have had to 
overcome challenges in their young lives. 

“We want to give something back 
through this scheme and give them the 
chance to enjoy the various sporting 
opportunities on offer across the 
district.” 


Honour medical staff 


PATIENTS, families and carers can 
nominate nurses, midwives, health 
visitors and healthcare assistants for 
Patient’s Choice Awards. Nominate at 
patients-choice.co.uk by February 26. 
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Backing for strokes 
rehabilitation funds 


A CHARITY helping stroke 
victims to regain their lives and 
dignity is one of the bodies 
affected by Oxfordshire County 
Council cuts. 

More than £16,000 of annual 
funding to the Stroke 
Association was on the line 
when the council sets its 
budget on Tuesday, a move 
that would reduce its services 
in the county by a third. 

Volunteers help about 90 
survivors a year. Judy Walker, 
director of Life After Stroke 
services in the South, said: “If 
money is cut, about 36 people 
a year won't get a service. 

“We know the budget and 
the pressure on the county 
council are extreme at the 
moment, but we were very, 
very surprised.” 


production or understanding 
of speech and the ability to 
read or write. 

Once people are released 
from hospital those who are 
identified as needing extra 
help are passed to the Stroke 
Association. 

The mother of Thomas Gray, 
21, a business management 
student from Witney, had a 
stroke three years ago. 

Sarah Gray suffered a brain 
haemorrhage, leading to a 
bleed about the size of an 
orange on the frontal lobe and 
a large stroke. 

The former drama, religious 
education and English teacher 
can no longer read or write. 

Mr Gray said the charity 
helped with activities, 
rehabilitation and 


A large number of people 
who suffer strokes are left with 
aphasia, which affects the 


‘Devastating’ proposals 
lead to anti-cuts protest 


Children’s centres, mobile libraries and bus subsidies face being scrapped as part of council's plan to save £69m 


Matt Oliver 
moliver@nqo.com 
——ees 


“DEVASTATING, damaging and de- 
grading” were just some of the words 
used by campaigners yesterday to de- 
scribe Oxfordshire County Council’s 
proposed £69m savings. 

Scores of protestors including David 
Cameron’s aunt Clare Currie gathered 
at County Hall from 10am as the coun- 
cil took the final vote on its budget for 
2016/17. 

The proposals on the table would 
scrap mobile libraries, 44 children’s 
centres and bus subsidies as well as 
reduced funding for the arts, homeless 
support, road gritting, elderly day ser- 
vices and support for carers. 

Wearing a “save the children’s cen- 
tres” badge and waving a_ banner, 
78-year-old Mrs Currie said: “I just 
wanted to try and stop the cuts, which 
is quite a tall order. 

“They will affect the most vulnerable 
and I think it will increase isolation and 
loneliness.” 

Former Green Party parliamentary 
candidate for Oxford West and Abing- 
don Larry Sanders, brother of US presi- 
dential candidate Bernie Sanders, used 
a megaphone before the meeting to ad- 
dress the crowd. 

The 80-year-old from East Oxford said: 
“As someone who has worked for many 
years as a social worker, I worked at a 
time when we did not have children’s 


communication. 
He added: “The idea of 
cutting this back is ludicrous.” 


centres and it did not work. 

“People were left to fall through the 
system. 

“We may have lost the victory today 
but we will get it in the end.” 

Carrying his two-year-old daughter, 
Clara, on his back, Oxfordshire secre- 
tary of the National Union of Teachers 
Gawain Little called the cuts “devastat- 
ing” to the next generation. 

He said: “No more votes for the cut- 
ters, get these people out of power. 

“From a teacher’s point of view we 
are really concerned because stripping 
families and children of the centres 
means that more will fall through the 
system. 

“The thing is the cuts will initially 
affect the most vulnerable but in time 
they will then affect our children, it will 
be so devastating.” 

The leader of the Save the Children’s 
Centres campaign mother-of-two Jill 
Huish, who is from Banbury and uses 
one of the town’s centres, said 19,500 
children who currently use the centres 
would be left without services. 

She said: “It will only be families at 
crisis point that will be picked up, leav- 
ing many to fall through the system 
which is just so damaging and will have 
a domino effect down the line.” 

Inside the chamber, one of 12 public 
speakers, Josephine French, lambasted 
the council and said the devastation the 
savings would bring would be in their 
name. 

She said: “I cannot respect you. This 


Knifepoint raider 
jailed for locking 
up iPhone seller 


A MAN, aged 28, who robbed a 
woman in her home at knifepoint, 
for an iPhone 6, has been jailed. 

Serial offender Asif Hussain was 
sentenced to five years and five 
months in prison after he pleaded 
guilty on the first day of his trial. 

He admitted robbing Alexandra 
Williams at her home in 
Withycombe Drive, Banbury, on 
August 23 last year. 

Hussain, of Wood Green Avenue, 
Banbury, had 18 convictions for 46 
offences since 2002. 

The court heard Miss Williams 
had been “affected to quite some 
level by the attack”. 

Prosecuting, Michael Roques 
said Miss Williams advertised the 
Apple phone for sale and Hussain 
arrived at her home at about 6am 
on August 23 to make a payment 
for it. 


Mr Roques said he locked his 


Thomas Gray with his mother, Sarah Gray, who suffered a stroke three years ago 


Aled 


victim in a room and held her 
at knifepoint before taking the 
phone. 

The court heard Miss Williams 
felt “scared” as Hussain demanded 
she disable the iCloud account 
on the device to prevent it being 
traced. 

Hussain was arrested later that 
day, at 10.30am, but no iPhone was 
found at the address police visited. 

An impact statement by the 
victim said Mrs Williams had 
suffered from mental health issues 
as a result of the robbery. 

Mr Roques said: “She has moved 
out of the area following the theft. 

“She does not feel safe and has 
suffered panic attacks. 

“She is also still contracted £48 
a month for the iPhone, which she 
no longer has.” 

Defending, Claire Fraser said: 
“He has held down a job ina 
factory for some time, while his 
wife is a full-time carer for his 
disabled six-year-old daughter and 
another 16-month-old daughter. 
Before this, he was providing 
emotional and physical support his 
family, which they will no longer 
have.” 

Sentencing him, Judge Patrick 
Eccles said: “You have now put 
yourself well out of reach of 
any great sympathy that can be 
extended you by the court.” 


Protester Larry Sanders, a former Green 
Party candidate, picked up a megaphone 
to address the crowd gathered outside 


will be your responsibility and your 
burden to carry. 

“Tm tired of overcoming a severe 
mental illness trying to support myself 
in a society that offers little help and 
I’m tired of making speeches no-one 
will listen to. 

“T would not put my name to this and I 
ask you not to do the same. For you the 
choice is clear.” 

Councillors adjourned the meeting for 
the first time since 1997 to discuss new 
proposals. 

Parents’ plea to save ‘vital’ 
children’s centres: Page 5 


Disabled drivers receive warning over badge cost 


DISABLED motorists have been warned 
they could be paying up to five times too 
much for their blue parking badge. 
Oxfordshire County Council's customer 
service centre has received calls alerting 
them to an online company charging £49 
for a blue badge application, whereas the 
council charges £10 for issuing a badge. 
The company appears when people do 
an online search for how to apply and a 


link leads to what has been described as a 
copycat website. 

Jody Kerman, the council's trading 
standard operations manager said: 
“'Copycat websites’ is a term that 
describes websites that charge consumers 
a premium price, over and above the 
official service that could be found on the 
gov.uk website. 

“Often these kind of sites are not illegal, 


but people are being drawn into spending 
far more than they need to.” 

People have been advised to ensure the 
website ends with gov.uk, do not trust a 
.org site and double-check all the details 
before filling out a form. 

If you have used a copycat website, see if 
you can cancel the contract, contact your 
card provider and report to the national 
consumer helpline on 03454 040506. 
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£900 supports 


the homeless 


A HOMELESS charity in 
Banbury has been given a £900 
donation to help support the 
town’s most vulnerable young 
people. 

Banbury Young Homelessness 
Project was awarded the funding 
through retailer Nisa’s Making a 
Difference Locally charity, which 
funds local causes within a 
10-mile radius of stores. 

The money will help the project, 
which looks after young people 
aged 18 to 25, to find and maintain 
a safe home as well as offer advice 
and information. 

It also runs a community 
foodbank, offers health and 
wellbeing services and helps find 
work for the unemployed. Nisa, 
which has a store in Orchard Way, 
raises funds through the sale of 
its Heritage range. 

Store manager David Gourley 
said: “It can be a difficult growing 
up in this day and age, therefore a 
charity that helps such people in 
the area is capable of ‘makinga 
difference locally’ which is what 
Nisa’s charity is all about.” 


Tiny hats needed 
in Big Knit plea 


KNITTERS helped craft 
thousands of tiny hats needed to 
raise money for Oxfordshire’s 
older people. 

Age UK Oxfordshire was asked 
to knit 13,500 hats for the charity’s 
campaign, The Big Knit. 

The initiative, launched last 
July, called on people to knit 
miniature hats for the tops of 
Innocent smoothie bottles. 

County volunteers created 
14,000 hats. The drinks company 
has said 25p from each bottle will 
be donated to support Age UK’s 
Spread the Warmth campaign. 

It will support Age UK 
OXfordshire’s information and 
advice helpline through winter. 

More than £1.7m has been raised 
in 11 years nationally. 


New walking to 


school campaign 


CHILDREN are being encouraged 
to walk to school as part of a 
campaign to get them exercising. 

Walk to School Week, organised 
by charity Living Streets, is from 
May 16 to 22. 

On May 17, Happy Shoesday, 
children and teachers will wear 
the shoes that make them the 
happiest and donate £1. 


Boxer's career in tatters after drugs conviction 


A BOXER’S fledging career was left 
in tatters after he was jailed for 
producing £30,000 worth of 
cannabis. 

Undefeated after three bouts, light 
heavyweight Joe Jackson-Brown, 
23, was stunned when officers led 
him to the cells after Judge Patrick 
Eccles refused to suspend a jail 
sentence to spare his career on 
Monday. 

Judge Eccles said: “In your case 
Joe Jackson-Brown you have a lot to 
lose. 

“You have obviously started a 
successful carer as a professional 
boxer and the loss of that will bea 
great hardship to you.” 


Jackson-Brown and Scott Gull, 27, 
were found guilty by last month of 
producing cannabis and abstracting 
electricity. 

Craig Rush, defending Jackson- 
Brown, said the athlete would lose 
his boxing licence if jailed. 

He said: “An immediate custodial 
sentence today will end his career. A 
suspended sentence may not.” 

The court heard how, in July 2014, 
a fire crew was called to a property 
in Bretch Hill, Banbury, after a call 
from neighbours. 

Firefighters discovered a room 
upstairs full of cannabis plants and 
no furniture in the house. 

James Meadows, who rented the 


property, gave police Jackson- 
Brown’s name and Gull’s 
fingerprints were found at the scene 
when police investigated. 

Judge Eccles added: “There were 
110 plants that were recovered from 
a factory in a house in Bretch Hill 

“This skunk cannabis was 
available for wholesale and could 
fetch up to around £30,000 as a mid 
point range. 

“It was a commercial operation of 
some significance.” 

Terrance Woods, defending Gull, 
said: “There is no evidence at all of 
anything else, any mobile phone 
evidence or paraphernalia or any 
financial benefit which is associated 


with someone involved with that 
level of crime.” 

After the sentencing, Alan Foley, 
director of Queensbury Boxing 
League, in which Jackson-Brown 
competed, said: “He was a very, very 
strong fighter and quick which are 
key attributes.” 

Jackson-Brown, of Greenhills 
Park, Bloxham, was found guilty of 
production of a controlled class-B 
drug and abstracting electricity. 

Gull, of Bretch Hill, was found 
guilty of the same offences. 

Both were sentenced to 12 months 
in prison for the drug offence and 
six months for taking electricity, to 
run concurrently. 


Improvement work set to 


shut railwa 


Upgrades over summer will 
see changes being made to 
lines and signalling system 


Callum Keown 
ckeown@nqo.com 
—SSe ee 


THE RAILWAY between Bices- 
ter and Banbury will be closed 
for nine days this summer for 
£76 million improvement works. 

Chiltern Railways and Network 
Rail announced on Tuesday the line 
would be closed between the Leam- 
ington Spa, Banbury and Bicester 
North stations from July 30 to Au- 
gust 8. 

A replacement bus service will 
operate between the three stations 
over that period. 

Network Rail, which manages the 
UK’s rail tracks and rail infrastruc- 
ture, plans to lay 14,000 metres of 
new line and upgrade signalling to 
a more modern system. 

The work is part of a national Net- 
work Rail upgrade plan which will 
see more than £35 billion pumped 
into the railways until 2019. 

Network Rail area director Liam 
Sumpter said: “This £76 million in- 
vestment is key to modernise the 
railway through the Banbury area 
to provide passengers with a more 
reliable and modern railway. 

“There is never a good time to 
close the railway for this length of 
time. We have looked at all options 
and worked with Chiltern Railways 
to complete this work to cause the 


Sin 


y for nine days 


Lenny 


Chiltern line trains will be affected on services going through Leamington Spa, Banbury and Bicester North stations 


least disruption to passengers. 

“More information will be re- 
leased in the coming months to give 
passengers with all the information 
they need to plan their journey.” 

According to Chiltern Railways, 
11,200 concrete sleepers will be put 
in along the line, 24 new points in- 
stalled and around 50,000 tonnes of 
ballast laid. 

All that is designed to allow the 
network to cope with a new depot 


which is currently being built south 
of Banbury. 

Initial work to begin the upgrade 
took place on Christmas Day and 
Boxing Day and the rail operator 
said it was doing all it could to mini- 
mise disruption in the summer. 

Managing director of Chiltern 
Railways, Dave Penney, said: “The 
work at Banbury is an important in- 
vestment to improve the infrastruc- 
ture so we can keep our trains some 


of the most reliable in the country. 

“We are working hard to provide 
our customers with a step-straight- 
on replacement bus service to make 
the closure as easy as possible.” 

It comes after the revamped Bices- 
ter Village Railway Station opened 
in October with two platforms, 230 
parking spaces and three exits in- 
cluding one specifically for neigh- 
bouring outlet shopping centre 
Bicester Village. 


5 Days 


A PLAY aiming to raise 


The county council cabinet 


uring play will help to raise awareness of self-harm 


Jonathan Lloyd, will be 
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member for public health, 
Hilary Hibbert-Biles, said: “Iam 
incredibly proud of the creative 
way our department is working 
with other organisations to 
engage with young people and 
their wider support networks, 
about an issue often seen as 


performed for Year 8 and Year 9 
pupils. 

Youngsters will be handed 
information about self-harming 
before the play starts, as well as 
information about support 
organisations. 

The play will be followed by a 


awareness of self-harming 
among teenagers is set to tour 
Oxfordshire’s schools this 
spring. 

East Oxford’s Pegasus Theatre 
has announced its new play, 
Under My Skin, will take to the 
stage at 28 of the county’s 


Isle of Wight 
“Royals & Rails” 


Mon 11 to Fri 15 Apr 


Your break includes: 4 nights dinner, bed & 4 secondary schools between difficult to talk about. talk and a chance to speak 
breakfast at the Holliers Hotel, Shanklin - February 29 and March 18. “Working with schools to be confidentially with members of 
Entertainment on some nights Excursions to 4 The play, which has been proactive about self-harm is a the school health team. 


Researchers interviewed 
teenagers with experience of 
self-harming and mental health 
difficulties before teachers, 
nurses, public health advisors, 
social services and mental 
health services staff helped 
develop the play. 


commissioned by Oxfordshire 
County Council, aims to tackle 
the issue of self-harming and 
help youngsters access support. 
It is estimated there are about 
100 hospital admissions due to 
self-harm among teenagers in 
Oxfordshire each year. 


tactic I hope will empower 
people to ask questions, talk 
more freely and find 
information and support.” 
Under My Skin, which was 
scripted by playwright Ali 
Taylor and directed by Pegasus 
Theatre’s artistic director 
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Parents plea to save the 
‘vital’ children’s centres 


The county council is set 
to axe the centres from 
its budget on Tuesday 


Sophie Grubb 
sgrubb@nqo.com 
——eeee 


THE stars dangling from 
the ceiling of North Oxford 
Children’s Centre offer a 
gleaming canopy for curi- 
ous eyes to gaze at. 

It is hard to imagine this buzz- 
ing centre sitting empty, with 
no-one to enjoy the fairy lights 
strung across the classroom 
or the hand-doodled bunting 
proudly hung in the playroom. 

Yet that has been the reality 
facing this “lifeline” of a cen- 
tre in Cutteslowe, and dozens 
of others across the county, 
which were set to be cut from 
the county council’s budget on 
Tuesday. 

Protesters, led by Banbury 
mum Jill Huish, have led re- 
peated demonstrations and 
marched through Oxford last 
Saturday. 

Among those demonstrating 
was Clare Currie, of Oxford, 
the aunt of David Cameron. 
She and David Cameron’s 
mother, Mary Cam- 
eron, have signed a 
petition calling for 
the children’s cen- 
tres to be saved. 

Cutteslowe 
mum Stephanie 
Henman — uses 
the North Ox- 


THERE were 3,507 children’s centres across 
England in 2011, evolving from the 
Government's Sure Start local programmes in 
the late 1990s. The centres are designed to nurture 
children’s and parents’ development through 
pregnancy and ina child's early years. 


ford centre daily 
her baby daugh- 
ter, Lyla. 

She said: “I 
went to the chil- 


dren’s centre for 
the first time when 
she was three days old. 


They help children prepare for school and provide a 

social hub for parents and children to interact. 

Staff give advice on issues like debt problems 
and culture differences. 

Courses are also on offer about anything 

from English to healthy eating and there 

are free sessions with midwife and 

health visitors. 


“Her umbilical cord 
had started to bleed and I 
was really worried about it be- 


ing infected. 


“The children’s centre is a 
lifeline. If I had her now and 
the centre wasn’t here I would 
be so isolated and so lonely. 

“T wouldn’t be as goodamum ___‘1S€. 
or have as many skills. 

“There are different courses 


Cutteslowe, said: “My second 
child was two months’ prema- 
ture. I spent seven months in 
hospital and I wouldn’t social- 


“We need this centre, not just 
my children who are growing 
up but for children in the fu- 


like in baby massage and class- 
es on health and nutrition. I 
just think it’s invaluable. There 
are so many cases of people 
thinking ‘’m really drained 
and down’ who could end up 
with post-natal depression. 

“That could just be stopped 
by someone asking them if 
they are okay, and if they want 
acup of tea.” 

Far from just being a place to 
leave little ones while parents 
are busy, children’s centres 
teach life lessons. 

As children play together on 
a colourful rug, overshadowed 
by wooden boxes stuffed with 
books, Dilba Cacan said the 
centre’s staff and visitors were 
“like family”. 

The mum-of-four, whose chil- 
dren range from four to 15, 
started using children’s cen- 
tres after moving to England 
from Turkey. 

The 38-year-old, who lives in 


ture. They need help. 


“T knew nothing when I came 
here, even to go shopping or go 
to the pub I didn’t really know 
how. 

“Tf we have a problem they 
will give very helpful advice, 
help us fill in forms.” 

Mrs Cacan, who was an eco- 
nomics teacher in Turkey, vol- 
unteers as a teaching assistant 
at Cutteslowe Primary School. 

Headteacher Jon Gray said: 
“The centre helps prepare par- 
ents for school and gives them 
educational support. 

“If it wasn’t there those fami- 
lies would not be engaged in 
early intervention.” 

Of the eight proposed hubs 
the county said could replace 
local centres, with volunteers 
helping people referred by so- 
cial services and GPs, he asked: 
“How are they going to provide 
outreach? We have the most ex- 
treme vulnerable families that 


need consistency.” 

Nicola Harris, 34, was facing 
money problems and an abu- 
sive relationship. 

She struggled to communi- 
cate with her six children, 
now aged between two and 16. 

She said: “It has changed 
my life. It’s like another fam- 
ily home that you can go to 

have five minutes out of your 

own four walls.” 

Ms Harris’s twins get speech 
therapy through the centre. 

She added: ““My youngest child 
was four weeks old and was in 
intensive care with pneumonia. 
The children’s centre took the 
bad and the good with me and 
helped me through it.” 

Jill Huish has spent months 
crusading for the centres to stay 
open, heading up the group Save 
Oxfordshire’s Children’s Centres 
to save the universal services. 

The 33-year-old former chef 
was rescued from a bad relation- 
ship when she discovered Ban- 
bury Children’s Centre. 

She said: “I didn’t know anyone 
when I moved to Banbury. It was 
through the centre that I built 
up a network of friends. It’s that 
hidden power that people don’t 
understand. 

“Volunteers don’t compare to 
well-trained staff. They are not 
able to spot things; like if some- 
one was wearing long sleeves in 
the middle of summer, which 
could mean she was self-harm- 
ing. 

“The reason we fight is because 
you should be able to push your 
pram to the children’s centres. 
You shouldn’t have to get a bus or 
a train.” 

Sarah Levete works for Oxford- 
shire Skills and Learning Ser- 
vices, delivering courses at the 
centres. 

She said: “The progress people 
make is fantastic, they are really 
supported by the centre.” 


Nicola Harris with her children, from left, Selyne, six, Skye, two, Jade, six, and 
Eryn, eight, at North Oxford Children’s Centre, which was facing closure 


State of play 


MORE than 30 of 44 centres could now 
be saved by local councils who are 
floating alternative funding. At least 11 
are guaranteed to stay open until April 
2017. They are: 

@ Banbury - East Street; 

Sunshine; North Banbury, 

Ferriston; Britannia Road 

@ Ace Centre, Chipping Norton 

i Slade, Wood Farm 

@ East Oxford 

@ Grandpont 

BH Rose Hill Littlemore, Rose Hill 

@ Elms Road, Botley 

li Stephen Freeman, Didcot 


Campaigner and organiser of the protest 
against children’s centre cuts, Jill Huish 


ADVERTORIAL 


Cloudy2Clear 


Announce 


Trusted Trader Partnership 


Consumer champions 
Which? have now 
joined the thousands of 
customers who recognise 
that Cloudy2Clear 
Windows really are a 
business that you can 
TRUST. The company 
which specialises in 
repairing windows which 
are steamed up, broken 
or damaged by replacing 
the panes — not the frames 
has received the coveted 
‘Which Trusted Trader’ 
status after going through 
a rigorous accreditation 
process entirely focussed 
on customer service. 
Group Managing 
Director Marcus McGee 
believes that Which? have 
endorsed Cloudy2Clear’s 


policy of delivering the 
highest standards possible 
at all times. ‘Our service 
is simple. If your double 
glazing has misted up we 
can replace the glass at a 
fraction of the cost of a 
new window, in any type 
of frame, and with a new 
10 year guarantee. But 
it’s not just about saving 
people money, although 
that obviously helps. Whilst 
a number of tradespeople 
perhaps don’t focus on 
customer care as much as 
they should do, we make 
sure we turn up when we 
say we will, do the job the 
customer requires and leave 
their house as clean as a 
whistle. 

Locally Cloudy2Clear 


& Abingdon areas and 
manager James Miller 
agrees that this approach is a 
major factor in his success. 
“The truth is that it’s not just 
the personal satisfaction 
that I get from doing a 
good job but also it makes 
good business sense. I get 
a huge amount of business 
from friends and family of 
people I’ve done work for, 
which just goes to show how 
much a little bit of effort 
is appreciated as both my 
customers and, obviously a 
body as nationally important 
as Which? now recognise.” 
So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or 
damaged give James a call 
for a free quotation on 


Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer 
Than 20 MINS!!! 


0800 61 21 118 and he’ll be 


long standing company service the Oxford, Banbury 


happy to help! ~~ &.. 


STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZING? 


Don’t Replace The Frames... Just The Panes! 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 
Which? 

Trusted 

Trader 


CLEAR 


REPLACING YOUR FAILED DOUBLE GLAZING 


All Glazing Backed By Our 


10 YEAR 


GUARANTEE 


Priority Freephone 


0800 61 21118 


www.cloudy2clear.com 


Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? 
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Help me fin 


Motorcyclist hurt in crash 
wants to thank three 
people who came to his aid 


Joe Gammie 
jgammie@ngo.com 
——SEaa 


A MOTORCYCLIST is appeal- 
ing for the good Samaritans 
who rushed to his aid when 
he was knocked from his bike 
to get in touch so he can thank 
them. 

Samuel Fredericks, 55, had been 
riding home to Banbury along the 
A4260 near Deddington at about 
5pm on Tuesday, January 12, when 
a car struck his Honda CBF600 
from behind. 

Mr Fredericks said he was 
thrown from his bike on to the 
road and landed on his head 23 me- 
tres away from the vehicle, which 
was written off in the accident. 

The impact from the fall was so 
powerful it knocked Mr Freder- 
icks’ helmet off his head, causing 
a deep gash. 

He added: “I was coming from 
Oxford on my motorbike, but I was 
knocked from behind and I flew up 
into the air. I landed on my head, 
on the other side of the road - in 
oncoming traffic.” 

But luckily for the father-of-two 
help was nearby, in the form of an 
off-duty ambulance driver, a nurse 
from the John Radcliffe Hospital 
in Oxford and a school nurse, who 
supported Mr Fredericks until an 


—_ 
=~ 


ambulance arrived to take him to 
hospital. 

The grandfather-of-two was treated 
in the trauma centre for a gash to his 
head — which needed 13 stitches — as 
well as bruising and gashes to his 
thigh and side, and a damaged ankle, 

After staying overnight at the John 
Radcliffe Hospital Mr Fredericks 


Samaritans 


7 


was discharged the next day. He said: 
“There was amazing people around 
me, I would like to thank them per- 
sonally.” Mr Fredericks does not 
remember the names of the people 
who came to his aid, except that the 
hospital nurse was called Rita. 
Although the crash was a 
month ago, security officer Mr 


Fredericks said the head injury has 
had a “major effect” on him, some- 
times causing such severe pain he 
has to take breaks at work to recover. 

If you were one of the people 
who came to Mr Fredericks’s aid, 
contact reporter Joe Gammie 
on 01865 425403 or email jgammie@ 
nqo.com 


New licence 


BANBURY: Mirage Venus 
nightclub has applied for a 
renewal of its licence as a “sex 
entertainment venue”. 

The Broad Street club, which 
has its own gentleman’s club, 
was first granted the licence in 
February last year. 

To comment on the application 
email licensing@cherwell-de.gov. 
uk. 


Road closure 


BANBURY: Middleton Road will 
be closed to traffic for the next 
three weeks, while repairs are 
carried out on a sewer pipe. 

The road will be shut from 
Duke Street and Mckeevor Place, 
although there will still be access 
to homes and businesses. 

Thames Water project manager 
Jan Smith said: “We’re sorry for 
the disruption. We appreciate it’s 
a busy road, but this is essential 
work to prevent homes and 
businesses suffering from sewer 
flooding.” 


High rating 


CHACOMBE: The Chacombe 
Park Care Home has been given a 
high rating in a national survey 
of care home residents. 

The study, run by Ipsos Mori, 
gave the home an overall 
performance rating of 963 out of 
1,000. 

It was based on resident 
feedback on home care staff, 
their quality of life and comfort 
of rooms. 

More than 20,000 residents in 
963 care homes nationwide were 
questioned. 


NHS 


Banbury 
Dental Practice 


Special Offer 


Opalescence Tooth 
Whitening just £99.00 


(subject to dental examination) 


We are open: 


Mon 
Tue 
Wed 
Thu 
Fri 


8:30am to 7.00pm 
8:30am to 5.30pm 
8:30am to 7.00pm 
8:30am to 5.30pm 
8:30am to 5.00pm 


35 High Street, Banbury, Oxon, OX16 5ER 
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. . & 
F righten up your home 
With a new spring kitcheng Z 


existing kitchen a brand new facelii 
unique Kitchen Genie makeo\ 


be $s 


ee = . ee. YS enue 
1 ASK ABOUT Be eu... _* Noneed Papboards.« * No Bae, no fuss 
1 the stunning quartz overlay oe) ( | phe ens Pedmpicicdin a day» 
isting worktops se Oos 
fic (ay End less porous than ‘ Ol Y min eamsrds bbe Doors 
granite and up to 40% cheaper! * AlL_Goors made to me backers Foy py".  -- 


quartzize} eens" 


aia 
I. race Over 30 years experience. Kj tch en) Gani eC “Thanks to Kitchen Genie, our kitchen Wi 


Family run business. was amazingly transformed in just 1 day” 
FREE design service. The kitchen makeover specialists Mr & Mrs Brooks 


Lines Open: Mon - Sat 9.00am till 6.00pm * Sun 10.00am till 4.00pm 


—< 
| 
» ~ 
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BANBURY GATEWAY 
SHOPPING PARK 


YOUR 
GATEWAY 
TO FASHION 


BANBURY GATEWAY 
NEW STORES NOW OPEN 


the exciting mix of lifestyle 
and fashion brands. 


Next and New Look have joined 0 


a 


Junction 11, M40 / Free parking* a WWW.BANBURYGATEWAY.CO.UK 
4 


M&S RIVERISLAND OUTFIT PRIMARK NeXC BEMounTam. ¢ATFACe 


UNITED KINGDOM 


New Look Poundlandé? f¥\ starsucks [id's 8 


*Subject to the car park terms and conditions. Please refer to the signage displayed nay Follow ue for the latest offers 
THECROWN . @ facebook.com/BanburyGateway 
aly ESTATE Lif estyleRetall © @banbury_gateway 
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French market 


rend Ve oll sotto return 
|_| 
trip to 
|| 
music 


festival 


Roxy Music legend announced as top 
of the bill for this year’s extravaganza 


Tim Hughes 
thughes@nqo.com 


SMOOTH crooner Bryan 
Ferry has been announced 
as headliner for this year’s 
Cornbury Festival. 

The former Roxy Music star 
tops an impressive bill of art- 
ists covering rock, pop, soul 
and country, to play the music 
weekender, which takes place at 
Great Tew Park, near Chipping 
Norton, from July 8 to 10. 

He is joined by Gospel singer 
Mavis Staples, singer-songwrit- 
er Gabrielle Aplin — who scored 
a number one hit in 2012 with 
her cover of Frankie Goes to 
Hollywood’s The Power of Love 
— and alternative country star 
Lucinda Williams. 

Also appearing in the grounds 
of the Oxfordshire stately home, 
is Seal— did a surprise guest slot 
last year — singer-songwriters 
James Morrison, Jamie Cullum 
and Newton Faulkner, 1960s 
band The Zombies, Noah & The 
Whale guitarist Fred Abbott, 
bluegrass artist Ramin Ka- 
rimloo and Lighthouse Family 
frontman Tunde, who will play 
tunes from the group’s back 
catalogue. 

Among the more surprising 
additions is rock’n’roll survi- 
vor and Dr Feelgood frontman, 
Wilko Johnson, who played a 
farewell gig at the gathering in 
2013 while suffering from can- 
cer, but who has since recovered. 

Tickets are available from 
cornburymusicfestival.com/ 
tickets or by calling 0844 338 
0000. 

National treasure Dame 
Shirley Bassey will headline 
this year’s Henley Festival. 

Organisers of the gathering, 
held between July 6 and 10, on 
the Royal regatta site, today re- 
veal the Goldfinger singer will 
perform at the black tie event 
with Blake on the Saturday. 

Also topping the bill at Hen- 
ley will be Elton John on the 
Wednesday; Elvis Costello and 
The Imposters on the Thurs- 
day; Bryn Terfel and the Welsh 
National Opera Orchestra on 
the Friday; and Will Young, who 
closes the event on the Sunday. 

Tickets, starting at £35, are 
from henley-festival.co.uk. 


Clockwise from top above: Lucinda 
Williams; Gabrielle Aplin, Mavis Staples; 
Seal; Wilko Johnson; Jamie Cullum; Bjorn 
Again; Turin Brakes; The Shires 


FRENCH fancies will be on the menu 
in north Oxfordshire when a European 
market returns this month. 

The Savoir Fayre French market will 
offer an array of meat, pastries and 
cheeses from across the pond in 
Bicester, Banbury and Kidlington. 

It will run across the three areas from 
Friday, February 26, to Sunday, 
February 28, at the invitation of 
Cherwell District Council. 

Deputy leader George Reynolds said: 
“This is our first French market of the 
year and we are looking forward to 
welcoming the return of traditional 
French cuisine to the streets of 
Cherwell. 

“The Savoir Fayre has proved 
extremely popular in the past, giving 
customers the chance to enjoy a taste 
of the continent without the use of a 
passport.” 

There will also be traditional 
clothing, craft and gift stalls. 

It will start off in Market Place in 
Banbury on Friday, February 26, from 
9am before moving to Sheep Street in 
Bicester the next day from 9am. 

It will finish in Kidlington High 
Street on Sunday, taking place from 
9am to 5pm. 


WWW.BRISTOLSTREET.CO.UK 


£1000 


INIMUM GUARANTEED 
NEOST ALLOWANCE 


FOR YOUR OLD CAR 


The best deal in town available now at 
Bristol Street Motors. That’s right, there’s no need 
to go anywhere else for your next used car when Bristol Street 
Motors can give you this stunning offer of £1000 Minimum 
Part Exchange deposit, as long as it’s got a current MOT and 
as part of a 4 or 5 year repayment plan. 


15.9%APR 


The UK's fastest growing @ Part Exchange welcome - @ All vehicles Hpi checked 

motor retailer! Best prices paid @ Free 5 days insurance 
(=) 6500 Used Cars in Group Stock Awe buy Cars for Cash! © ioolpoint Seren Checaame 
(4) Over 100 dealerships nationwide (co) Finance packages to suit your budget Ce) Service Plane cRICEISTE: 


@ Used Car locator service @ Existing finance setiled 
? Bri Judge 
Bristol Street Motors Fi 22025 vrrena sia sues votes 
A Great Deal More For You 


BANBURY HYUNDAI BANBURY PEUGEOT 
Southam Road, Banbury, OX16 2RS Southam Road, Banbury, OX16 2RS 


Tel 01295 253 511 Tel 01295 253 511 
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Lindlleferren & he 
Alnwick Garden 


Explore the beautiful kingdom of Northumbria! 
4 days from £259.00, 27 May & 29 July 2016 


Viet the magical Alnwick Garden, one nt talked about and 
serden trator orblnde 
i. Youll also ery a tour af 


of the im 
and Moly island 
mechan 


weet bre 


mations of recent times, we trode 
Aish Creistiaty on thes wonderful 


esbesutru entage co 


Three nights dinner, bed a 
hraakfast ace 


ever anita at the 


A great-value midweek break 


5 days from £259.00, 18 Apr & 10 Oct 2016 


of teales 


mc wer thew 


q Hightighte & inchasions 
j n-Mersh o 


on-the-Water - 


an) @aphore Ihe sc erec 
eine 


testore Warwick 
Vigits to Banbury and Stukespeare’s 


sney through t 


the Forel C gt Hobel m Coventry 


|0330 160 7730 


fernerkaia 


eancent Sra-co-tt 


s Cotswold fav 


Reader Offers 


Quality holidays & breaks 
at affordable prices 


Portmeirion & Welsh 
Mountain Steam 


Full of variety and interest! 
4 days from £219.00, 22 Apr, 24 Jun & 23 Sept 2016 


Explore the amazing Rabanate vilage of Portmeinon and ergay tw 
memoratie radweay joumneys, which take you ‘coast to coast’ from Landing 
through Smowdorss to Porthimadng., inchucing a ide on the famous Presto 
Radway, There's also the chance to your emily restored Welsh 
highend Rateay, Tvs all adits up toa memorable break, haged in the pogedar 
coastal resort of Riv 


Highlights & inclusions 


® Visit to Uandudho 

. single pumeys on the *< 
Coray ‘v Wid ANC - 
‘Te sting henry 


wy onthe re 


Westrrenster Hotel m2 ryt 
nach travel from the lo 


Escorted by a friencdly 


al area 
toad Manager 
@ Visit to Portmenror 

« Tiree nets bet-board 
Scoorrmodabon at the 


Beamish, Whitby & the North 
York Moors Railway 


Nostalgia and scenic beauty 


tes incr meron Ot SER, BN 14 October 2016 


ving Mus RoUMios Eng Nort paler ener a wl 
so 1915 ery 
erery cr ire s 


Ration 
he ses arin Wry , erpourney 
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eel freer 


Newmarket 


Holidays 


Convenient 
local coach 
pick-up 
points! 


All of our award- 
winning holidays 
include: 
interesting and 
well-planned 
itineraries and 
excursions 
The services 
of a friendly, 
experienced 
tour manager 
Carefully 
selected, good 
quality hotels 
’ Travel 
throughout 
in modern 
comfortable 
coaches 
Great Value & 
great quality 


Autumn Gold in 


the Lakes 


» A feast to autumned colours! 


wa your Chere 


awesome beauty of the Lak 


Highlights & inclusions 


Tour of the Peak District 


ivelmwat 


Hoverthwote @abeny anc 


0 Chester 


Two mipits’ cinner Ded a 


ccommodetion at 5 £00¢ 


vei trom the loc 
stnendy to 


newmarketholidays.co.uk/oxs 


3 days from £189.00, 7 October 2016 


eepiore Chester and erqay the 
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Get those 
business 
entries in 


a) 
—_, a 


- 


Simon Newton, commercial director of Darke & Taylor, named 
Business of the Year at the 2015 awards Picture: David Fleming 


Companies are being 
urged to enter into the 
annual awards scheme 


Andy Ffrench 


affrench@nqo.com 


FIRMS are being urged 
to make sure they meet 
the deadline for the 2016 
Oxfordshire Business 
Awards. 

More than 130 firms have 
already come forward to take 
part in the prestigious event, 
now in its 22nd year. 

The awards were officially 
launched in December at 
sponsor Inchcape Mercedes- 
Benz’s showroom in Langford 
Lane, Kidlington. 

There are 15 awards, includ- 
ing a new Food and Drink 
Producer of the Year Award, 
sponsored by Oxford Fine 
Dining. Another new cat- 
egory is the Property Award, 
which is sponsored by Savills. 

Companies are being en- 
couraged to submit their en- 
tries as the deadline, Monday, 
February 29 is approaching. 

Awards chairman Paul 
Lowe said: “Entries have 
been coming in thick and fast 
but you have to be in it to win 
it so we would like further en- 
tries as soon as possible. 

“Tt would be great to have 
some more entries, particu- 
larly in the tourism, retail 
and property categories. 

“We have an experienced 
team of judges and they are 
starting to sift through the 
entries.” 

The next deadline for firms 
is Monday, March 14, for the 


completion of second-stage 
application forms, and this 
will be followed by judging 
visits in March and April. 

Mr Lowe praised the local 
business community for the 
success of the 2015 awards, 
which attracted a record 350 
entries. 

The Food and Drink Pro- 
ducer of the Year Award cel- 
ebrates Oxfordshire’s food or 
drink producers who grow, 
breed, farm, make, create and 
supply food and drink prod- 
ucts to the catering trade and 
retailers. 

The Property Award will 
be given for the design, con- 
struction and refurbishment 
of commercial property 
throughout the county. 

The awards have attracted 
new sponsors, including the 
Oxford Science Park, which 
will be associated with the In- 


novation Award. 
The overall winner in 2015, 
Kidlington-based — electrical 


contractors Darke & Taylor 
will return to sponsor the 
main category — an annual 
tradition. 

Darke & Taylor’s commer- 
cial director Simon New- 
ton said: “To say you are an 
award-winning company may 
tip the balance and make a 
person come and work for 
you, rather than a competitor. 

“Tf you are thinking of en- 
tering for an award, don’t just 
think about, give it a go.” 

A gala dinner will be held 
at the Oxford Thames Four 
Pillars Hotel, in Sandford-on- 
Thames, on June 17, when the 
winners will be announced. 

For full details visit oxford- 
shirebusinessawards.co.uk 
or see Twitter #oxbizawards. 


Fairtrade Easter egg Is on the move 


PRODUCTION of a 
Fairtrade Easter egg which 
spreads a Christian message 
has moved to Oxfordshire 
due to rising demand. 

This year the Real Easter 
Egg will be produced by The 
Meaningful Chocolate 
Company at the Barry 
Callebaut factory in 
Banbury. 

The Real Easter Egg was 
launched in 2010 following a 
trial with churches in the 


Oxford Diocese and was the 
first Fairtrade egg to 
include a copy of the Easter 
story in the box. 

It is still the only charity 
ege produced at Easter and 
was recently voted the UK’s 
favourite Fairtrade egg. 

Acting Bishop of Oxford 
the Rt Rev Colin Fletcher, 
pictured, said: “The Real 
Easter Egg began its public 
life encouraged by 
individuals, churches and 


schools in the Oxford 
Diocese. 

“So it is fitting that sales 
are now sufficient to 
warrant Fairtrade chocolate 
being moved to Banbury, 
which is in this diocese. 

“T pray for those involved, 
the creative team behind the 
idea and those who will read 
the Easter story for the first 
time this Easter and 
discover the good news of 
hope and new life.” 


GET IT ALL IN BENNETT’S FAMOUS 


FINAL WEEK. FINAL SAVINGS. LAST CHANCE TO SAVE 


—— — a — 
Parker Knoll Boston 3 Seater, power recliner and std chair 
in fabric. (display model cover will vary from picture) 


Willis Gambier Grace - 5’ Bedframe. 
Matching pieces available 


GREAT SAVINGS 
ON THE BIGGEST 
BRANDS 


tetrad 


Ub aieag Toews | 


BENNETTS 


FAMILY FURNISHINGS 


Warwick Road, Banbury, 
OX162AB_ Tel:01295 253220 


Parker Knoll 


Willis Gambier Monterey - Extending Table 
& 6 chairs. Matching pieces available 
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ARE YOU TEARING YOUR HAIR OUT TRYING TO FIND 


QUALITY TRADES PEOPLE? 


Inspired Trades and Property are a group of independent companies that know, trust and recommend each other. We aim to 
inspire consumer confidence - as we are not only accountable to you but to each other as professionals - and save you the 


chore of searching for multiple property-related services 


Neil Clarke Architecture 


A full range of architectural services delivered with three core principles: clear communication, simple fee proposals, 
prompt and professional services. We have a specialism for getting planning approved, even if it has been declined 
before, so call us for a chat about your project. 


: nelideearchitecture limted 
www.nca-architecture.co.uk 


Flooring SP Carpets & Flooring 


Working with both domestic and commercial clients we pride ourselves on the vast 
array of flooring we are able to offer; from carpets to solid wood and everything in 
between. We have built our reputation on value for money, a fantastic fitting service 
and brilliant relationships with our customers. 


www.spcarpets.co.uk 


Estate Agent Taylor Cox 

Sales, mortgages and damned fine advice! 4 
Recently established but already instructed by national home builders, Taylor Cox are Oxfordshire’s WY 
Property Professionals. They combine their property expertise and no-nonsense approach to sell your 

home for the best price with minimal stress. Call today for a free valuation. 


www.taycox.com 


Interior Design Clarify Interiors 

From a one-room makeover to a whole new look, clutter clearing to finishing touches, our interiors magic makes the 

most of your space whatever your budget. We’re home staging experts too, trained by TV's House Doctor Ann Maurice to 

highlight your property’s full potential, helping home-owners and developers sell or let _ " 
(/\\ CLARIFY 


fast and profitably. if 
''.. - 

(LJ) INTERIORS 
www.clarifyinteriors.co.uk _ 
Letting Agent Right Letting Agents 
Are you fed up with letting agents charging excessive fees and offering a sub-standard service? We 
offer fixed fees of 9%, no hidden extras and a free six month rent guarantee. We have an expert 
knowledge of Oxfordshire and a proven track record managing and finding the perfect tenants 
for your properties. 


Fights 


www.rightestateagents.co.uk 


Plumbing & Heating 


We are Oxford’s premier plumbing and heating company, and have saved customers £1000’s as we 
maintain & repair rather than replace. We repair, service & install boilers, central heating, 


underfloor and warm air heating, gas fires, water heaters, cookers and more. Save some money 
by simply calling us before Christmas to book your next boiler service for only £60 plus vat. r Gas 


www.rbgas.co.uk 


Carpet Cleaner Grimebusters 


We clean carpets, rugs and upholstery throughout Oxfordshire and the Cotswolds. Grimebusters use the latest low moisture 
machinery to leave your carpets beautifully clean and usable within the hour. 
Unbeatable results, competitive rates and no damp and nasty 'wet dog' smells 

hanging round your house for days after. Prompt, polite and professional, you GRIMEBI ISTERS 
know who to call! 

www.grimebusters.co.uk 


Electrician Isis Electrical 


Isis Electrical offers a full electrical service, from a simple socket to delivering a fully integrated smart 
home. All our engineers are highly qualified, CRB checked and registered with the relevant bodies. 
Our service includes 48hr turnaround on estimates, call backs and appointment reminders, so there 
are no nasty shocks! 


www.isiselectrical.co.uk 


Garden & Grounds Me, My Spade and | 


We provide specialist horticultural services to residential and commercial clients of all sizes. Everything you 
need for a beautiful garden or grounds from design and plant selection, landscaping and 

installation, to regular or periodic maintenance. Give us a call to get your garden looking its 

best all year round. 


www.memyspadeandi.com 
Kitchen Design 


What do you look for in a new kitchen? We don’t ask what you want to spend, but more 
importantly what you want for your spend. We work with leading brands and product 
options and with 30 years’ experience in kitchen, bedroom and bathroom design, J&S 
House of Design will provide you with more than you thought possible for every room in 
your home. 

www.jshouseofdesign.co.uk 


Painter & Decorator 
We offer bespoke painting and decorating services including wall papering, wood treatment and restoration, utilising both 


modern and traditional techniques to create your desired finish. We also hold the Dulux Select standard and trust mark, 
offering a two year guarantee on work with Dulux paints. 


www.creationspaint.co.uk 


Security Systems 


Safeguard install, maintain and repair alarms, CCTV, door entry systems and automated gates. A family run accredited 
company with over 45 years’ experience, we offer a responsive local service at an affordable rate. If you would like 
our help with an existing security system as listed above, or if you want to talk about new security measures we are 
happy to offer our advice. 


www.safeguardsecure.co.uk 


Call us today to talk to any of our Inspired Trades on 01865 595695 
email: info@inspiredtrades.co.uk | www.inspiredtrades.co.uk 
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Oxfordshire Listings 


Events 
THURSDAY 


40 Objects Family Trail: Museum of 
Oxford, St Aldates. 10am-4.30pm 

With 40 Years, 40 Objects exhibition, 
discover and sketch objects on display. 
Find out about personalities from 
Oxford’s past and put observation skills 
to the test. Free. 01865 252334. 

Andy Warhol: Ashmolean Museum, 
Oxford. Hundred works from the Hall 
Collection (US), plus loans of films from 
Warhol Museum, Pittsburgh. 10am. £10 / 
£9 concessions. 01865 278000. 
Bicester & Kidlington Ramblers: 
SP449248, Church, Steeple Barton. A 
leisurely 5-mile circular, including the 
snowdrops at Barton Abbey, led by Colin 
Morgan. Assistance dogs only. 10am. 
07950 388090. 
Crowd To Cloister: Merlin Porter's 
paintings celebrating Oxford’s music and 
architecture. The Jam Factory, Hollybush 
Row, Oxford. Watercolour, ink, pencil and 
oil pastel. 9am. Free. 01865 244613. 
Members’ Exhibition ‘Red’: WOA 
Gallery, Market Square, Bampton. West 
Ox Arts members’ work. 11.30am to 
4.30pm. Free. 01993 850137. 
Ramblers walk: Chilton, Garden 
Centre. A 10-mile walk on the Downs with 
a pub stop. 10am. 01844 213467. 
Robert Strange: Collecting Art, 
Cornerstone Arts Centre, Station Road, 
Didcot. In childhood, he kept scrapbooks 
and diaries of thoughts, aspirations and 
images which led to a fascination with 
collecting objects. The exhibition shows 
where collector and artist combine. 
10am-6pm, free. 01235 515144. 
Scenes of Last Tokyo: Japanese 
Creative Prints from 1945, Ashmolean 
Museum, Beaumont Street, Oxford. 
10am. Free. 01865 278000. 

Snowdrop Days: Evenley Wood 
Garden, near Banbury. Snowdrops in 
large drifts with daffodils. See 
evenleywoodgarden.co.uk. 11am. £5 
adults, £1 children. 07788 207428. 
Tokens of Love: The Oxfordshire 
Museum, Park Street, Woodstock. 


Objects used as love 
bobbins, corset stays 
cards. 10am. Free. 01 


‘okens, including 
and Valentine 
993 811456. 


Two Days At Oxford: The Old Fire 


Station, George Stree 
turns his attention to tl 
past. Prompted by Jo! 
of town and gown, he 


. Artist John Goto 
he city’s turbulent 
hn Betjeman’s view 
offers a divergent 


account in his photo-digital artworks. 


Free. 11am-6pm. 018 


65 305305. 


Underneath the Westgate Family 


Trail: Museum of Ox 


‘ord, St Aldates. 


Archaeology trail to accompany new 
exhibition. See finds from the shopping 
centre excavations. 10am. Free. 01865 


252334. 


Victorian Oxford Gallery Trail: 
Museum of Oxford, St Aldates. How the 
Victorians worked and played. 10am. 


Free. 01865 252334. 


FRIDAY 


40 Years, 40 Objects Family Trail 
and exhibition: Museum of Oxford. See 


Thursday. 


Andy Warhol: Ashmolean Museum. 


See Thursday. 


Crowd To Cloister: The Jam Factory, 
The Jam Factory. See Thursday. 


Discover and Play: 
Wittenham. Forest Sc! 


Earth Trust, Little 
hool for the under- 


5s. £4 suggested donation. 10am. 


01865 407792. 


Members’ Exhibition ‘Red’: WOA 
Gallery, Bampton. See Thursday. 
Robert Strange: Cornerstone Arts 


Centre, Didcot. See T| 


hursday. 


Scenes of Last Tokyo: Ashmolean 
Museum. See Thursday. 

Snowdrop Days: Evenley Wood 
Garden. See Thursday. 


Tokens of Love: Th 


e Oxfordshire 


Museum. See Thursday. 

Two Days At Oxford: The Old Fire 
Station, Oxford. See Thursday. 
Underneath the Westgate Family 
Trail: Museum of Oxford. See Thursday. 


SATURDAY 


40 Years, 40 Objects: Museum of 
Oxford. See Thursday. 

Andy Warhol: Ashmolean Museum. 
See Thursday. 

Bicester & Kidlington Ramblers: 
SP626308, Newton Purcell lay-by. A 
leisurely 5-mile parkland walk, led by 
Lionel Howse. 10am. 07527 758788. 
Crowd To Cloister: The Jam Factory. 
See Thursday. 

Members’ Exhibition ‘Red’: WOA 
Gallery, Bampton. See Thursday. 
Robert Strange: Cornerstone Arts 
Centre, Didcot. See Thursday. 

Scenes of Last Tokyo: Ashmolean 
Museum. See Thursday. 
Snowdrop Days: Evenley Wood 
Garden. See Thursday. 
Steamday: Didcot Railway Centre. Ride 


in the trains and explore the engine shed. 


See didcotrailwaycentre.org.uk. £10 
adult, £8 child. 01235 817200. 
Tokens of Love: The Oxfordshire 
Museum. See Thursday. 
Two Days At Oxford: The Old Fire 
Station. See Thursday. 

Underneath the Westgate Family 
Trail: Museum of Oxford. See Thursday. 
Victorian Oxford Gallery Trail: 
Museum of Oxford. See Thursday. 

Walk (Fieldpaths): Wolvercote, 
Riverside car park. SP487094, 6.5-mile 
circular walk along Oxford Canal and 
Thames. Bring refreshments for break. 
10am. 01865 514663. 

Watlington Art Exhibition: Watlington 
Primary School, Love Lane. Showcase of 
local art from professionals and 
amateurs. 10am-5pm. Children free, 
adults £1. 01491 612474. 


SUNDAY 


3-hour non-stop Charity Sh’Bam-a- 
thon Dance Event: Ferry Lane Leisure 
Centre, Oxford. Instructors aim to raise 
money by dancing, 1.30pm-4.30pm, in 
aid of DementiaUK. Join in an afternoon 
of music, dance and fun. Details and 
tickets from the leisure centre, or the day. 
£15 in advance, £20 on the door. 

Andy Warhol: Ashmolean Museum. 
See Thursday. 

Bicester & Kidlington Ramblers: 
SU726956, Cowleaze Wood picnic site, 
Lewknor. Moderate 9-mile hilly walk via 
Watlington Hill with picnic lunch, led by 
Chris and Derek Parish. 10am. 01865 
375110. 

Crowd To Cloister: The Jam Factory. 
See Thursday. 

Members’ Exhibition ‘Red’: WOA 
Gallery, Bampton. 2-4pm. See Thursday. 
Robert Strange: Cornerstone Arts 
Centre. See Thursday, 11am-4pm. 
Scenes of Last Tokyo: Ashmolean 
Museum. See Thursday. 

Snowdrop Days: Evenley Wood 
Garden. See Thursday. 

Steamday: Didcot Railway Centre. See 
Thursday. 

Tokens of Love: The Oxfordshire 
Museum. See Thursday. 

Walk (Fieldpaths): Cow Common, 
Ewelme. Meet at car park for 6.5-mile 
circular walk passing Ewelme Park, 
Swyncombe Church and Down. Some 
hills. Bring refreshments. Assistance 
dogs only. 10am. 01865 245571. 


MONDAY 


Crowd To Cloister: The Jam Factory. 
See Thursday. 

Snowdrop Days: Evenley Wood 
Garden. See Thursday. 

Underneath the Westgate Family 
Trail: Museum of Oxford. See Thursday. 


To get an event of any kind listed here, enter the 
details into our easy-to-use online database at 
thisisoxfordshire.co.uk/events 


Please add your event no later than ten days 
before the day of publication. 


Victorian Oxford Gallery Trail: 
Museum of Oxford. See Thursday. 


TUESDAY 


Andy Warhol: Ashmolean Museum. 
See Thursday. 

Bicester & Kidlington Ramblers: 
SP466316, Market Place, Deddington. A 
leisurely 5-mile circular walk led by Mary 
Gough. Optional pub lunch (must book). 
10am. 07939 826412. 

Crowd To Cloister: The Jam Factory. 
See Thursday. 

Members’ Exhibition ‘Red’: WOA 
Gallery, Bampton. See Thursday. 
Scenes of Last Tokyo: Ashmolean 
Museum. See Thursday. 

Snowdrop Days: Evenley Wood 
Garden. See Thursday. 

Tokens of Love: The Oxfordshire 
Museum. See Thursday. 

Two Days At Oxford: The Old Fire 
Station. See Thursday. 

Underneath the Westgate Family 
Trail: Museum of Oxford. See Thursday. 
Victorian Oxford Gallery Trail: 
Museum of Oxford. See Thursday. 


WEDNESDAY 


Andy Warhol: Ashmolean Museum. 
See Thursday. 

Crowd To Cloister: The Jam Factory. 
See Thursday. 

Members’ Exhibition ‘Red’: WOA 
Gallery, Bampton. See Thursday. 
Scenes of Last Tokyo: Ashmolean 
Museum. See Thursday. 
Snowdrop Days: Evenley Wood 
Garden. See Thursday. 
Tokens of Love: The Oxfordshire 
Museum. See Thursday. 
Two Days At Oxford: The Old Fire 
Station. See Thursday. 
Underneath the Westgate Family 
Trail: Museum of Oxford. See Thursday. 
Victorian Oxford Gallery Trail: 
Museum of Oxford. See Thursday. 
Walk (Fieldpaths): Meet at Village 
Hall, Cumnor, for 6-miles circular walk to 
Bessels Leigh and Bablock Hythe, 
passing the Physic Well. Bring 
refreshments. 10am. 01865 880393. 


Music 
THURSDAY 


Acoustic Room: Winchester Room St, 
Mary’s Church, Church Green, Witney. 
Open Mic unplugged session for any 
genre of music. 7.30pm. 01993 705026. 
Big Band Evening: Oxford Golf Club, 
Hill Top Road. Velvet Tones and Savoy 
Jazz Quintet, 8pm. Free. 01865 242158. 
Ryley Walker & Danny Thompson: 
The Bullingdon, Cowley Road, Oxford. 
Tickets via http://atnd.it/39849-3. 
7.30pm. £14.50. 07748 917201. 

The Listening Room: The Old Fire 
Station, George Street, Oxford. Little Red, 
a folk trio playing with six-piece band. 
Sian Magill, percussive guitarist. The 
Seasons in Shorthand are an alt-folk four 
piece. 8pm. £7. 01865 263980. 


FRIDAY 


Didcot Red Hot Blues Club: Great 
Western Staff Association Club, Station 
Road. Live Blues with Drivin’ Sideways. 
9pm. £5 on the door. 07788 645989. 
Folk feature night: The White House, 
Abingdon Road, Oxford. Oxford Folk 


Club. 8.30pm. £3. 01865 768128. 
Jamie Felton: The Angel, Market 
Square, Witney. Singer-songwriter. Free. 
9pm. 01993 703238. 


SATURDAY 


Alexander Hawkins Ensemble: 
North Wall Arts Centre, Summertown. 
International jazz pianist. 7.30pm. £14 
(£10 concs). 01865 319450. 

Mudslide Morris & the Revelators: 
Red Lion, The Square, Eynsham. Blues 
and boogie. 9pm. Free. 07790 646028. 
C.Ody: Littlebury Hotel, Kings End, 
Bicester. Covers. Free. 9pm. 

Saturday Recital Series: Eglesfield 
Musical Society at The Queen’s College, 
Shulman Auditorium, High Street, Oxford. 
Giulia Sereni, piano. 1.30pm. Free, with a 
retiring collection. 01865 279120. 

Holst Singers - Rachmaninoff: 
Merton College Chapel, Oxford. 
Rachmaninoff’s All-night vigil, known as 
Vespers. Tickets at ticketsoxford.com, 
8.15pm. £5-£15. 01865 305305. 

Joe Holic: Northway SC, Dora Carr 
Close, Headington. Covers, 9pm. 
Saturday Night Live: Westcott Sports 
and Social Club, Ashendon Road. Louise 
Day. 7.30pm. £5 members, £7 others. 
01296 651855. 

Tannahill Weavers: Cornerstone Arts 
Centre, Station Road, Didcot. Traditional 
ballads and fiery instrumentals. 8pm. 
£14, £12.50 (concs). 01235 515144. 
The Interactive Quartet: The Old Fire 
Station, George Street, Oxford. St Paul’s 
Quartet play Haydn’s Opus 20, no. 4. 
Demos and games to explore the music. 
Ages 6+. Tickets at ticketsoxford.com or 
01865 305305. 2.30am. £8, £7 (concs). 
Family £28. 01865 305305. 


SUNDAY 


JongSun Woo: Piano Recital: Wolfson 
College, Linton Road, Oxford. 5pm. £5. 
01865 274100. 


MONDAY 


Sam Kelly Band featuring Gregor 
Hilden: The Haven Club at The 
Bullingdon, Cowley Road, Oxford, 8pm. 
£12 door £10 adv. 07754 501562. 


TUESDAY 


Eastside Rhythm Kings: Gladiators 
Hall, Iffley Road/Percy Street, Oxford. 
Dixieland jazz, 8pm. 8pm. 

Jazz at the Bully: The Bullingdon 
Arms, Cowley Road, Oxford. Alvin Roy’s 
Reeds Unlimited. 8.30pm. Free. 01865 
244516. 


WEDNESDAY 


The Queen’s College Organ Recital 
Series: Chapel, High Street, Oxford. 
Peter Shepherd (Merton College). 
1.10pm. Free, with a retiring collection. 
01865 279125. 


Theatre 
THURSDAY 


Here Be Monsters: Cornerstone Arts 
Centre, Station Road, Didcot. Captain 
Cut-Throat and his crew sail through 
monster-infested waters in search of an 
island crammed with jewels. Musical 
adventure with the Mayflower Theatre, 
Southampton. Family theatre for ages 3+. 


2pm. £10, £8 (concs). 01235 515144. 
King Lear Master Class: Blackwell’s, 
Broad Street, Oxford. Focus on 
characterisation and monologues in an 
afternoon with professional actors. After 
dinner, watch the 7.30pm show. 1pm. 
£45. 01865 761393. 

Sister Act: Wykham Theatre, Banbury 
Academy, Ruskin Road. Banbury 
Operatic Society. Tickets at 
banburyoperaticsociety.co.uk or from 
Anker & Partner, High Street. 7.30pm. 
£14/£12 concessions. 07747 389906. 
Toast: Oxford Playhouse, Beaumont 
Street. A night shift. The smell of bread 
baking. The thump of machines. Ovens 
cranked up. But when a crisis hits the 
factory, the men have more to lose than 
just their wages. Richard Bean’s drama 
stars Matthew Kelly and Simon Greenhall. 
2.30pm. £15 to £31. 01865 305305. 


FRIDAY 


Sister Act: Wykham Theatre, Banbury 
Academy. See Thursday. 


SATURDAY 


Sister Act: Wykham Theatre, Banbury 
Academy. See Thursday. 
The Little Match Girl: Corn Exchange, 
Market Place, Wallingford. A magical and 
mischievous twist on a classic tale, with 
puppetry, story-telling, live music and 
audience interaction. The Moon On A 
Stick company. Tickets at cornexchange. 
org.uk or 01491 825000. 3pm. £10, 
under-16s £5. 01491 825000. 

Toast: Oxford Playhouse. See Thursday 
for details. 2.30pm. 


MONDAY 


King Charles III: Oxford Playhouse, 
Beaumont Street. Winner of Olivier Award 
and Critics Circle Award for Best New 
Play 2015. In Mike Bartlett's drama, the 
Queen is dead and Charles ascends the 
throne. Starring Robert Powell and 
directed by Rupert Goold. 7.30pm. £15 
to £31. 01865 305305. 


TUESDAY 


King Charles III: Oxford Playhouse. 
See Monday. 

Standby For Tape Back-Up: The Old 
Fire Station, George Street, Oxford. After 
a hard-drive crash and a near-death 
experience, Ross Sutherland was house- 
bound with a videotape that belonged to 
his granddad. ticketsoxford.com or 
01865 305305. 7.30pm. £12, £10. 


WEDNESDAY 


King Charles III: Oxford Playhouse. 
See Monday. 


Comedy 
FRIDAY 


StandUp Comedy Night: Ellie Taylor, 
Luisa Omielan, Alistair Williams and 
David Morgan. Corn Exchange, Market 
Place, Wallingford. Tickets cornexchange. 
org.uk or 01491 825000. 8pm. £10. 
Tony Law: Glee Club, Hythe Bridge 
Street, Oxford. New stand-up art show. 
7pm. £12. 08714 720400. 


SATURDAY 


Les Barker: Tiddy Hall, Shipton Road, 
Ascott-under-Wychwood. Support from 
Noah’s Cape. Les writes strange poems, 
comes from Manchester, but is now 
Welsh. 8pm. £8 from 01993 831427 or 
wegottickets.com, £10 on the door. 


MONDAY 


The Oxford Imps: The Wheatsheaf, 
High Street, Oxford. Show based on 
audience suggestions. Tickets at www. 
facebook.com/oxfordimps. 8pm. £3.50. 
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Leisure 


Gallantry on turbulent seas 


THE FINEST HOURS (12A, 117 
mins) An action/romance with 
Chris Pine, Casey Affleck, Ben 
Foster, Eric Bana and Holliday 
Grainger. Director: Craig Gillespie 
HEROES emerge in times of 
adversity and in Disney’s 
resolutely old-fashioned drama 
of gallantry at sea, the unlikely 
hero is a shy 1950s coastguard, 
who is a stickler for the 
regulations and risks his life 
because the job demands it. 

The challenge faced by this 
selfless boatswain’s mate seems 
insurmountable: to rescue the 
crew of a stricken oil tanker 
during the biggest storm to hit 
the east coast in a 36ft-long 
motor lifeboat that could 
splinter on the boiling Atlantic 
Ocean. 

Director Craig Gillespie 
captains the water-logged 
heroics with a steady hand, 
ebbing and flowing between 
action sequences aboard the 
tanker and lifeboat, and 
moments of regret back on Cape 
Cod as friends and family wait 
for news. 

It’s aclassic tale of triumph 
against adversity and Scott 
Silver, Paul Tamasy and Eric 
Johnson’s script confidently 
plucks heartstrings. 

Boatswain’s Mate First Class 
Bernie Webber (Chris Pine) 
meets strong-willed and sassy 
telephone exchange operator 
Miriam Penttinen (Holliday 
Grainger). 

Their whirlwind romance 
leads to a marriage proposal, but 
coastguard regulations dictate 
that Bernie must ask the 
permission of Chief Warrant 
Officer Daniel Cluff (Eric Bana), 
who oversees the lifeboat station 
at Chatham, Massachusetts. 

On the day Bernie seeks 
approval, the oil tanker SS 
Pendleton breaks in half during 
afierce storm. 

Long-serving engineer Ray 
Sybert (Casey Affleck) 
galvanises the terrified crew 
and attempts to buy them time 
by grounding the Pendleton ona 


reef. Meanwhile, Cluff orders 
Bernie to assemble a three- 
strong team and attempt a 
rescue. 

Miriam races to the lifeboat 
station and implores Cluff to 
spare her fiancé, to no avail. 

The film pays rousing tribute 
to the brave crew, who risked 
everything. 

Pine delivers a winning 
performance as a man of 
unshakeable purpose and moral 
convictions, who inspires others 
to follow his reckless lead into 
the eye of a digitally rendered 
storm. 

Composer Carter Burwell’s 
orchestral score heightens every 
emotion. 


HOW TOBE SINGLE (15, 110 mins) 
A comedy/romance with Dakota 
Johnson, Rebel Wilson, Alison Brie 
and Leslie Mann. Director: 
Christian Ditter 

LOOKING for love, 
companionship or a welcoming 
port in acarnal storm couldn’t 
be simpler in a 24-hour digital 
age of competing apps and 
online dating services. 

A casual swipe of a 
touchscreen relegates 
unsuitable matches to the 
scrapheap. 

Christian Ditter’s raucous 
comedy drama follows a group 
of hapless and hopeless 
romantics in New York City as 
they stumble between one-night 
stands, missed opportunities 
and chance liaisons. 

It’s a glossy and sporadically 
hilarious portrait of sleeping 
around in the city that never 
sleeps, populated by attractive 
and wealthy people who spend 
the best part of two hours 
vacillating about affairs of the 
heart when common sense 
dictates they would be 
inundated with offers. 

Heroine Alice (Dakota 
Johnson) meets Josh (Nicholas 
Braun) at college, but worries 
their relationship has curtailed 
her journey of self-discovery. 

She enforces a temporary 


separation by moving to the Big 
Apple, where she crashes with 
her sister Meg (Leslie Mann). 

Alice lands a plum job and is 
befriended by spirited colleague 
Robin (Rebel Wilson). 

They join forces in their 
pursuit of handsome partners, 
snagging a barman anda 
widower. 

How To Be Single is peppered 
with the usual array of 
heartbreaks and gushing 
declarations, underscored by a 
toe-tapping soundtrack of 
Taylor Swift and Avicii. 

Johnson is a likeable dreamer, 
while Wilson injects madcap 
energy. Her potty-mouthed riffs 
ina sauna scene are a particular 
treat. 


Chris Pine is Bernie Webber 
and Holliday Grainger is 
Miriam in Their Finest Hours 


The Ballroom by Anna Hope, 
hardback by Doubleday, £12.99 
(ebook £7.99) 

AN ASYLUM on the Yorkshire 
Moors in the first decades of the 
20th century is the setting for Anna 
Hope’s magnificent second novel; 
a follow-up to her impressive debut 
of last year, Wake. Segregation, dis- 
cipline and restraint are the order 
of the day for residents at Sharston 
Asylum. In the women’s building, 
newcomer Ella has to adjust to the 
confinement of daily life. There are 
only three ways out: sanity, escape 
or death. Across the way, the men 
fare only slightly better, allowed 
out to dig graves or work the land. 
But for John, it’s a respite from his 
past. On Fridays, the two halves 
meet for a dance, led by second 
assistant medical office Dr Charles 
Fuller. Going against prevailing 
thought, he sees music as a way of 
betterment, and hopes to prove 

his theory with John. Hope delivers 
profound, poignant narratives. 


e Bookworm 


They conjure the desperation and 
tension within the asylum, as well 
as drawing three complicated char- 
acters and weaving them together 
in a compelling and masterful way. 


The Woman Who Ran by Sam 
Baker, paperback by HarperCollins, 
£7.99 (ebook £4.99) 

WHEN Helen Graham arrives in 

a remote Yorkshire village as the 
new tenant of dilapidated Wildfell 
estate, she provokes the suspicion 
of her neighbours, especially retired 
journalist Gil Markham. When Gil 
discovers Helen is wanted by French 
police in connection to a house fire 
that may have killed her husband, 
his interest turns into obsession. All 
Helen remembers is waking up in 
the flame-engulfed apartment. The 
fragments of Helen’s memory are 
slowly pieced together, revealing a 
brutal and shocking truth. A clever 
modernisation of Anne Bronte’s 
feminist classic, The Tenant Of 
Wildfell Hall, that is intriguing to 


start with and utterly gripping 
towards the end. 


The Forgetting Time by Sharon 
Guskin, hardback by Mantle, 
£12.99 (ebook £6.02) 

EVER since he could speak, Janie’s 
son, Noah, has been asking for his 
other mother. Now four, Noah’s 
imaginative leaps have become 
progressively worse. After the latest 
psychologist offers a discomforting 
diagnosis, Janie seeks out alterna- 
tive help. Seriously-ill Dr Jerome 
Anderson walked away from a 
university medical residency to turn 
his attentions to the phenomenon 
of reincarnation. Finding the truth 
about Noah's past could be both 
Anderson and Janie’s salvation, but 
it does not come without pitfalls. 
Sharon Guskin’s debut is an incred- 
ible Russian doll of a novel, it soon 
unfurls into a fascinating tour of 
reincarnation, a compelling murder 
mystery, and an examination of the 
familial bond. 


| THOUGHT | NEEDED 


A NEW KITCHEN 


UNTIL | DISCOVERED... 


THE WORKTOP THAT FITS ON TOP 


Over 50 colours to choose from all fully fitted by us! 


We also fit new kitchen doors! 


Visit our showroom, or call to book a free home consultation, 
and we'll show you how easy it is to 
with our granite, quartz, recycled glass and porcelain worktops. 


Banbury Showroom: 01295 515 880 
Unit 8, Swan Industrial Estate, Gatteridge Street, Banbury, Oxfordshire OX16 5DH 


Bicester Showroom: 01869 868 096 
Bicester Avenue, Oxford Rd, Bicester, Oxfordshire OX25 2NY 


Visit granitetransformations.co.uk for more information 


GRANITE 


transformations 


Call now 


01295 515 880 
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CakeSport....... 


Mark Bell (11) celebrates giving Banbury United the lead in their 
Picture: Ric Mellis 


3-1 win over North Leigh 


BANBURY United 
boosted their play-off 
bid with a 3-1 win at 
home to North Leigh, 
opening up a six-point 
gap over their local ri- 
vals. 

In a match where both 
sides were restricted to ten 
men, goals from Mark Bell, 
Zac McEachran and Ricky 
Johnson saw the Puritans 
move up to fourth in Evo- 
Stik Southern League Divi- 
sion 1 South & West. 

It was the hosts who 
opened the scoring on 32 
minutes when Bell’s shot 
found the top corner. 

Seven minutes later it 
was 2-0 after McEachran 


beat three challenges be- 
fore slotting past James 
Foster. 

North Leigh began the 
second half well, pulling 


Puritans beat 
play-off rivals 


Banbury strengthen top five hopes with victory 


LATEST TABLE 
EVO-STIK SOUTHERN LEAGUE 
Division 1 South & West 
PWODL F A Pts 
CinderfordTn 25 19 4 2 52 15 61 


Bannister is 
the hero as 
Bulls run riot 


SEAN Bannister scored a hat-trick 
of tries as leaders Banbury RFC 
cruised to a 41-14 win at Dunlop. 

Bannister crashed over for the 
first try in the Midlands 2 West 
(South) match, with captain Ed 
Phillips adding the extras. 

The skipper then kicked a 
penalty, with Dunlop losing their 
captain to the sin-bin. 

It was the hosts who ended the 
half on top and a penalty resulted 


fi Winchester City 27 18 4 5 69 34 58 ‘ . 
one back on 51 minutes — swindon smrine 27 18 4 5 54 26 58 in a converted try, while 
with Sam Elkins’ header. Banbury Utd 28 16 9 3 71 27 57 Banbury’s No 8 Simon Brand was 
Bell was then shown a Taunton Tn 26 17 6 3 53 21 57 also yellow-carded. 
straight red card for apoor NorthLeigh 29 16 3 10 61 32 51 The hosts became scrappy, but 
challenge on Stuart Hole _ Tiverton tn 26 13.9 4 45 29 48 the return of Brand kicked them 
in the 70th minute and  ShortwoodUtd 27 15 3 9 53 43 48 into life and Joe Mills raced over. 

Evesham Utd 28 13 8 7 53 28 47 Phillips added the ext 
shortly after Zak Westlake  pidcot in 29 12 6 11 54 47 42 lips added the extras. 
was dismissed for the Mill- Yate Tn 30 10 8 12 38 39 38 A second yellow for Dunlop 

AFC Totton 29 11 4 14 56 57 37 shifted the game in Bulls’ favour, 
fis after a foul on Callum gshops Cee 23 9 7 7 34 30 34 with Philli conan twice and. 
White. Larkhall Ath 27 8 7 12 42 46 31 Hp: 9 

Banbury made the game ___ Slimbridge 27 8 7 12 30 36 31 converting both. 

Marlow 28 9 415 44 52 31 Bannister then added two 
safe when Johnson headed — ysngoistied 27 8 7 12 40 48 31 are: Phillips missing one 
home. Wimborne Tn 29 8 3 18 50 65 27 " Pp sing 
Banbury Utd: Harding, White, Welch- Bridgwater Tn 28 6 4 17 28 54 25 attempt, to make it 41-7. 

Hayes Gieedman ey eye Wantage Tn 29 6 3 20 33 69 21 The hosts refused to give up 

junn, MicEachran (Browne i ee ., 
Stanbridge, Johnson, Howards (Barcelos Burnham 29 4 421 29 67 16 and finished the game witha 
59), Bell. Subs not used: Wise, Martin. Bashley 26 0 026 9 1240 converted try. 


STARS Percicngre 


@9 ARIES Mar 21-Apr 19 


“2 You've worked hard recently and those with the power have taken 
note. Many of you rams are about to be faced with the chance to try your 
hand at something which, this time last year, would never have come your 
way. Accept it and enjoy the attention your more positive frame of mind 
has created. Ring now. | have more to tell you. 


T0906 585 4360 
TAURUS Apr 20-May 20 


Changes in the family leave you feeling uneasy about where you fit 
in. Nerves are responsible for this unbalanced emotion. Hang on in there 
and by Thursday you'll soon realise that nothing has changed for you, it's 
just that others will be feeling more at ease now they've admitted what they 
want. Ring now for support. 


T0906 585 4361 
® GEMINI May 21-Jun 20 


Close ones may be acting a little distant towards you, but don't 
be upset. Mars has been making many of the signs feel as if they are a 
square peg in a round hole. Communicate and talk things through and 
you'll soon find balance is restored. Ring now to hear how you ruling 
planet Mercury can help you talk your way into a new job, 


& CANCER Jun 21-Jul 22 


The home comes under the spotlight and you may find yourself 
changing the look of your home or even looking for a new place to live. 
Don't let Jupiter tempt you into spending money you know you can't spare 
or you'll take the pleasure out of what should be a constructive week. Ring 
now to hear about tomorrow today. 


T0906 585 4363 


LEO Jul 23-Aug 22 


There don't seem to be enough hours in the day for you lately 
as you battle to do all that you've promised yourself and those around 
you. Conversations this weekend prove you have help in high places and 
enable you to feel less stressed about all that’s ahead. A new flirtation has 
the promise of something serious. Ring now to hear why it's imperative 
you return all calls on Thursday. 


T0906 585 4364 
VIRGO Aug 23-Sep 22 


Rash judgement could well end up being your worst enemy 
this week. You would be wise to sleep on any important decisions to 
ensure you are in control of all that transpires in the coming seven days. 
Someone from your past wants back into your life, but remember why 
you distanced yourself from them to begin with Virgo! Ring now for a 
message from Mercury. 


LIBRA Sep 23-Oct 22 


There is somewhat of a frosty air between you and a close one 
which could lead you to say things to third parties that you will come to 
regret. Mercury helps you and hinders you at the same time, as your 
confidence could turn into arrogance if you don’t check out all the facts 
before you speak. Ring now to hear how solo paths in business promise 


success over the coming three months. 
T0906 585 4366 


SCORPIO oct 23-Nov 21 


You finally start to claim some time for you. About time 
too Scorpio. Life lately has been very much about what you could do 
for others and you've forgotten how to make you a priority, but all that 
changes from Monday. Geminis link to the downtime you need, and 
should take. The Moon on Friday brings out your confessional side. Ring 
now to hear who you can trust with secrets. 


] SAGITTARIUS Nov 22-Dec 21 


You have been looking at life as if the glass is half empty when you 
should see it as half full. Grasp the determination your sign is so famous 
for and aim for your dreams. You have the power and determination this 
week to make the impossible possible. An unusual attraction makes you 
question what you think you want. Ring now so | can give you clarity 
and clear vision, 


T0906 585 4368 
\\, CAPRICORN bec 22-Jan 19 


% Trouble in the workplace could see both you and those around 
yotf pointing the finger of blame in the wrong direction. Get all your facts 
and figures before you make a move. It can ensure you don't lose valued 
friendships. Your energy levels improve from Tuesday enabling you to 
get back to business. Ring now to hear why it's worth acting on impulse 
romantically. 


AQUARIUS jan 20-Feb 18 


You've been experiencing some really mixed signals which have 
dented your confidence and made it hard for you to know who you can 
trust. By the end of this week the stars hand you the clarity required to 
make those all important decisions and you start to feel like you again. 
Important news from those higher up in your career brings exciting plans. 
Ring now so | can explain. 


T0906 585 4370 
ie PISCES Feb 19-Mar 20 


New avenues open up to you from Monday, which make your 
life a much more interesting place to be. Dealings with figures in authority 
can only go well if you treat them with the respect you would expect for 
yourself. Being early for appointments or interviews works in your favour 
and can give you the edge over the competition. Ring now to hear how 
Saturn presents you with financial opportunities. 


The Italian Lake 


April - October 2016 
6 days NOW from £624 


Relax and unwind In a akesice paracise 


Price includes 

+ Ritume Euros trom Lorton to Pass 

* Retuee TOY fromm Parts to Turin 

* Fwe aigtts Sef bot acconrenod¥inn on the moms 
Of Late Ortis 

+ Powe tires vp Lake Orta 

+ Views to Lake Orta, Lake Maggiore, Lake Conn 
& Lake Liogpeo 

* Services of cor Tour Mareger 


READER OFFER 


) DEMOND Ran 


o ittayvy’s 


ail travel 
from your 
local ares for 
rw 


of Keukenhof 


Spring Garder 
& Floralia 


15 Apell 2016 
4 days from £449 


Visit two of Europe's most spectacuar floral 
diaplayn 
Price inciuctes 
* Rete Gurcstr from London to Druneeds 
« Connecting raf purmeys 
Theee reghts bed acl beouttund 1 Erect: or Rocreartnal 
Viell lo Keuhortat Garters 
View to Fhoveba oft Crvinaoe de Grane? Bigard 
Vieis to Aeremerdam, Brussets and Annwerp 
Services of caw Tour Monager 


Call our Holiday Acivisors here in the UK =www.diamondrailholidays.co.uk 
brochures@diamondrailholidays.co.uk 


01858 438458 ox" 


@ABTA 


Opewted by Duarimed Past Hofictays Prices are ger person 4 Gaeed on neo paces eharing Girwgte supptewerst acpien. & Peter 
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i. 


Run five miles at Blenheim Palace 
in support of the Oxford Children’s 
Hospital. Starts 10.30am. 


". 


The Oxford Times = Shereatve —- BLENIIEIM PALACI 
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Sell your unwanted terns in one of 
our articles for sale boxes 


Ee 5 a70e70 


banburycake.ce co. uk 
reception@nqo.com 


Py ae 
~—® SERVICES ~~. 
Bsenvces 


ee N 


(\ 
Y 


WAYNE WALSH 
DRIVEWAYS 


@ Tarmac @ Block paving ® Concrete 
@ Drainage @ Patios ® Drop kerbs 
@ Brickwork @ Fencing @ Re-pointing 
@ Landscaping @ Garden clearance 
@ Shed bases @ General repairs 
£10 Million Public Liability Insurance 
@ Council Approved 


“es 01295 750 064 
07913278071 


—.* — *~ | 
“4, eee) 
= Yd » Bedrooms 
7 & Bedding 
i 
~ || Discounted Beds . 
4 New Doubles from £99 
— 3 aks 
~ \price Includes Mattresses, 
scavidme Second hand Doubles £49 
-j* A Second hand Singles £29 
Thoe Piece Suits fom £99 
7 Tl eici ore Only £69 wunw-waynowalshdriveways.co.uk 
a) 4 ls Manual Recliner Chairs Only £60 
High Seated Chis Only £40 
arts Y an Deliver Buildi &D ti air pHairdressing = 
<5 cata sen ec - 
|| £MAKEMONEY£| 0 tater 
sD _ |p Mobitity ores 
SXTEFTIARORENTS a PORTABLE APPLIANCE Fully Insured : 
<8)[Acom Stairit]/( MILJ, Whelan & Co TESTING BARBER =. 


4 fits most CALL RICKY 
~ & | Baicases, BUILDERS TSR LT] HAIR CUTAT HOME = | movsscme 
ites eive installed by Whether your building OUR ONE DAY 

A ae elions requirements are large or SERVI NG 
eee, boon 1oua4or small, we offer PAT TEST TRAINING DAY BAN B U RY 
iy ¢ Immediate attention, together with a STARTING NOW IN BANBURY 
—f ; iz, Articles written price for the work required AR EA 
EDUCATION > Wanted * Free consultation and advice ¢ 49 00 
“ae *| + All aspects of building trade covered £249.00.var ALL AGES WELCOME 
: oLD FASHIONED || « Guaranteed work from a well 

P ie cher © bane Need established small local building firm COMPANIES, SAVE MONEY Available 7 days a 
<: Coutume Jewellery |} * Small jobs welcome WITH IN-HOUSE PAT TESTING week to suit your 
pus intent Gest apald. ¢ Special rates for oaps convenience 

— ease el: 


* Federation of Master Builders FOR AFREE INFORMATION PACK 


CALL: 01295 709312 


NOTICES A] 254704 


Telephone Mike Whelan 


eA 
— Banbur 
* 9 e, 2 mie 250893 www. pattesttrainingpro.com 
aecrurnaenr | PETS pong : : 


Established 1986 


“4 | 
10 Sy poo 
4 ame | 


BLOCKED DRAINS? All 


ye s 4 LAPTOP & types of blockages 
4 


| 07778 777710 Fav YOU CAN DOIT! 


Placing your classified advert is easy 
gus ie - just call (01865) 420420 


? 
4+ Toit tord | CLASSIFIEDS online: banburycake.co.uk — email: advertising@nqo.com 
PROPERTY SherseeEN SET! 1 4 
ad : pclaprepairs@gmail.com 0 865 420 20 


01295 236292 


COMPUTER || undertaken. Bourton 
Server, Set up, Repairs, Data Drain Services 01295 


Recovery, Internet, Network, 758303 


¢ WHEELCHAIRS e RISE & RECLINE BEDS 


Tel: - SCOOTERS CHAIRS DAILY LIVING AIDS 


a ¢ STAIRLIFTS SERVICES 
01993-880200 ¢ POWERCHAIRS ¢ BATHING AIDS REPAIRS 


Showroom: 13 Lodge Road, Hanborough Business Park, Long Hanborough, Oxfordshire. OX29 8LJ | Email: info@recare.co.uk | Web: www.recare.co.uk 
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BU 


> Painters & Decorators 


DAWES HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS 


ALL HOME IMPROVEMENTS 


PAINTING * DECORATING 
PLASTERING * TILING 
KITCHEN & BATHROOM FITTING 


01295 596497 


eee 


> Pest Control 


BANBURY Bua 
TO BEAT AWY 


wert Goose 


Small Plumbing Jobs 
Weekdays 8am - 5pm 
Weekends 8am - 12:30pm 
WC Repairs * Taps * Overflows 
Toilet Flushes 
Blockages & Leaks 
Washing Machines & 
Dishwashers Plumbed 
Steve Palmer & Family 


07932 567 791 
01295 263 620 
| (umber 

Builder? 


All aspects of plumbing 
Electricicon? 


work undertaken 
Central heating 

To advertise your 
business col 


Boiler changes 
01865 
420420 


Gas safe 
Emergency - Service 
Mobile: o7976 280035 
8 523 881 
Landline: i288 259 431 


Roofing Services 


ROOFING SERVICES 


¢ Flat roofs ¢ Roof repairs 

¢ Leaky roofs ¢ Gutter repair 
¢ Repointing 

UPVC fascias, soffitts, guttering 


No job too big or small 
All types of work undertaken 


Best prices in town 
Free Estimates 
01295 297953 * 07407 354715 


. 


. 


CONTROL *& 


WASPS, ANTS, FLEAS, 
FLIES, RATS, MICE, 
COCKROACHES, BEDBUGS 
Discount for OAP’s 


Goddard’, 


Guttering and Roofing Specialists 


A Family Run Business 
Approved installers of GRP Fibre glass flat roofing 
* New Roofs + Guttering * Flat Roofing 
* Re-pointing* Under Tile Felt Replacement 
* Roof Tile Renovations & Moss Removal - 

* Specialising in PVCU cleaning 
+ 15 Year Guarantee 
* Free Quotation + General repairs 
Freephone: 0800 858 9834 
Tel: 01865 980274/0779 917 7609 
Head Office 110, 266 Banbury Road, Oxford, OX2 7DL 
david@goddardsroofing.co.uk 


Service available 7 days a week 
including evening call out’s. 


Please call Ish on 
07838 368700 


TILE, SLATE, FELT, 


PETE 
P&R ROOFING irae 


King’s Sutton ROGER 
07950 568087 


Flat roof specialist 


SHEET METAL ROOFING & _ 
01295 255860 REPAIRS / CLADDING — 
www. banburypestcontrol.co.uk ||| gutter, Fascia, SOFFIT — 
: | 
REPAIRS OR REPLACEMENT = ti 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE % 
Plumbing & Heating & GENERAL HANDYMEN , 


White Cross Plumbing & 
Heating Services 
For all your domestic plumbing 
and heating requirements. 


Complete bathroom solutions 
Unvented pressurised hot water 
Solar hot water 


Full central heating systems 
Boiler servicing/replacement 
Gas cookers 
Gas fires 
Landlord safety certificates 


Call Jason on: 
07877 721460 or 
01295 266123 


(phe 


Bene 


TELEPHONE 
ENGINEER 


New Telephone Sockets For 

Sky or Broadband 

Faults & Broadband Problems Fixed 
On-Line Gaming / Data Connections 
Re-Wires & Cosmetic Tidy-Ups 
Broadband speeds checked 


Excellent Service at Unbeatable Rates 
By Ex BT Engineer. 


Call Graeme 


01295 255964 or 07918 174822 
www.banburytelecoms.co.uk 


“moron ae 
ote " 


ROB pn SON FORD MONDEO 2L 


MOBILE MECHANIC 


Service & Repairs 
All makes of car and 
light commercials 
At your home or place of 
a Pre MoT BEES 


P. BRADLEY 


. 


FREE Quotes Council 
Any Time Contractor 


10 million Public Liability Insurance 
Emergency Work. 
TREE FELLING / SURGERY / HEDGES CUT ete... 
50 years in Business 


01295 264716 / 07768 527162 
TREETOPS.COM LTD 


Tree surgery by NPTC qualified staff 
For free, no obligation quotations contact 


Mr Timothy C. Rose 


Council Approved Contractors 
5 million pound public liability insurance 


Lantra / City & Guild Chain Saw 
Training Courses 


Automatic, 
2004 reg, 90k 
miles, faults but 
used daily, 9 
months MOT 


01993 891 219 


Telephone/Answer: 01295 262247 
treetopscomitd@btinternet.com 


Z Zz 
_~@g@ |-s £20 
ry = a> NOLUOONG VAT 
BUSINESS 8. pean 7 
aye De NOTICES “| aravans 
<2 . pcaeeare a, 
Call our team to NEW ABI TRIESTE CARAVAN FOR 
advertise your FREE ris - CARAVAN12X36 SALE 
unwanted items. business 
CLASSIFIEDS | SMM || Just arrived at 
01865 420420 | iii seers Sela 
local newspaper. riverside wae caver exe 00 
Y Holiday Park podhnennidinehe gears 
~~ near Witney Private static anaes “es ow = - 
= , , tree rBorve ae: 
— fF banberycake co wi OX29 SPL. caravan at 2 eseho eee ter a tts 


chek2find 


Weymouth Bay. 3 
bedrooms. fully 
kitted out & ready to 
use. Close to beach 
with private parking, 


ae )j 
ae a 4 
ENTERTAINMENTS 


a 


02 Wehedag wt, fora 
Ca paay Oe BveT 
Tom depths J7cma we 
Actiitiorad web ly titer 
cas be rcudes to an 


Pre-loved units 
from £4,000. 


Tel:01865 


882236 or long season. Park attBicra T2 rchsing vai 
fou et DO OF 07881 923924. fees not included. 
a greenwoodparks. 07786110096 for ee 
» ‘a more info. vemsct! Orochi 
= » Oeney Meed Cites Cod Oy 


Building & 
Construction 


BRICKLAYERS & HOD ws oo 
CARRIERS WANTED ¢ are I ! 
Banbury area Long run. gf SOI 1 
Must have CSCS card. ¢ ‘ 
Tel:07796892106 LARGE ROOM, ao ! 
ee BLOXHAM ” N 
bills inc, In return ru SN 
for flexible 2 Po yy 
weekends a month a Y h rT 
I 
gone oD YOu SITE CLEANER || and occasional I ournome |: 
dans. REQUIRED for evening as I H 
Banbury Cross Retail]] companion for 68: ! h 
01805 40AL0 Park duties to include ae aaa with a ! goes ere. ; 
picking up litter, see . I 
H Woe evoehing Bote ete ge Gooase: ' Local media is used by ; 
rs per day, jays 
on 4 days off Tel: I 40% more property buyers than I 
01455 821783 I any other media channel.* ; 
5 ! ! 
" I 
Time to move ! 
I l 
house 9 I To find out more go to ! 
: ; www.thewantedads.co.uk/property ' 
| 
Ueeee set osesesee ees 4 
YOUR * * : 
HOUSEHOLD the voice of 
ITEMS the wanted ads local media 
UNDER £100 Property 
F R E E ii 0 - 150,000 homes sold in seconds — 
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www.mjrecoveryltd.co.uk 


In brief 


@ ONE of the DB10 Bond cars built for the 
Spectre film by Aston Martin will be 
sold at auction for charity by Christie’s 
in London today. The sale, in aid of 
Medécins Sans Frontiéres, is expected 
to raise about £1 million. No road- 
going models, but the next car 
released by the Gaydon-based 
manufacturer is expected to feature 
some of the Bond design elements. 
This charity auction is a real 


a ride in new 
ch crossover 


opportunity for someone with a cool David Duffy 
million pounds to spare. Auto facts david.duffy@ngo.com 
Se] 


§ THE Nissan NP300 Navara has already 
collected the International Pick-up of 
the Year award and is now available to 
order. It is rugged and capable as ever, 
but with greater comfort, refinement 
and new technologies for an active 
lifestyle. It’s available in king cab or 
double cab, with full-sized seating in 
the second row. All models come with 
a 2.3-litre dCi diesel unit, which offers 
160PS in single-turbo form or 190PS 


Model: Renault Kadjar Dynamique S Nav 
dci 110 


Price: £22,395 

Insurance group: 14E 

Fuel consumption (Combined): 72.4mpg 
Top speed: 113mph 

Length: 444.9cm/175.2in 

Width: 205.8cm/81in 

Luggage capacity: 16.7 cu ft 


THE name of Renault’s lat- 
est crossover might be a puz- 
zle, but there is no mystery 
about the Kadjar’s appeal. 
With one car in every five sold 
around the world now a crosso- 
ver, and that percentage set to 
grow, having an attractive vehi- 
cle in the sector is vital for any 


with twin-turbochargers. Both come in 
six-speed manual or seven-speed 
automatic transmission. 


Fuel tank capacity: 12.1 gallons/55 litres 
CO2 emissions: 103g/km 
Warranty: Four years/100,000 miles 


wn 


Find your perfect 
set of wheels 


MUCH MORE THAN JUST 
MOT’S 
MOT Testing Centre » Expert Mechanical Repairs & Servicing 


AllMakes of Car & Light Commercial » Brakes, Clutches Etc 
Competitive Rates * First Class Service * Tyres & Wheel Balancing 


Telephone 01295 700050 <a i 


Unit 1 * Mead Park * Thorpe Mead jij. 
Thorpe Way Industrial Estate ——- a i 
Banbury * Oxon * OX16 4RZ 


Family 


Business 


2009 09 


2005 05 


2005 55 


2005 55 


2005 54 


2005 05 


2005 54 


2002 51 


2003 03 


2004 04 
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0-150,000 NEW AND USED CARS IN SECONDS 


LOWER ARNCOTT Established 
CAR SALES MOG 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 SXI. Silver. 5 Door. 2 Owners. Local car. Only 30000 recorded miles. 

Beautiful condition. Aircon. PAS. Electric windows and door mirrors. Central locking. Radio/CD. 

Sold with a new MOT a full service and a new cambelt. HPi Clear. +++ £4,550.00 
HONDA JAZZ 1.4 SE CVT (AUTOMATIC). Silver. 5 Doors. Approximately only 41000 recorded miles. 
Local car 2 owners. Full service history. Only £30,00 per year road tax. Superb condition throughout. 
PAS. Remote central locking. Aircon. Alloys. Radio/CD. Electric windows and door mirrors. Etc. 
Sold with a full service a new MOT and a new cambelt. HPi clear i 
VOLKSWAGEN POLO 1.2 § 55. Black. 5 Doors. PAS. Aircon. Radio/CD. Central locking. Electric 
windows and door mirrors. Very nice small car in lovely condition. Approximately 78000 miles. 
Local car. Sold with a new MOT a full service and a new cambelt. HPi Clear R 
VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 LIFE TWINPORT. Metallic Dark Grey. 5 Door. Local car. Lovely condition. 
Good service record. PAS. Remote central locking. Radio/CD. Electric windows and mirrors. 
Air-conditioning. Sold with a new MOT a new cambelt kit and a full service. HPI clear....... +---£2,650.00 
TOYOTA COROLLA T3 VVTi. Red. 5 doors. Local car previously supplied by ourselves. PAS. Aircon. 
Alloys. Electric windows and mirrors. Remote central locking. Excellent service history. Lovely 
throughout. Car was fully serviced by ourselves less than 1000 miles ago. Sold with a new MOT. 

HPi Clear...... ++e1e£2,550.00 
NISSAN MICRA 1.2S, metallic blue, 5 door hatchback, 2 owners, local car, PAS, electric windows, 
remote central locking, cd/player, etc, very nice condition, drives very well, Sold with a new MOT, 
a full service, and a new cambelt kit, HPi clear... i 
ALFA ROMEO 156 JTS Veloce 2.0. Silver Metallic. Black leather interior. Very nice condition 
throughout. Local car. Alloys. Air con. PAS. Radio/CD. Remote central locking. Electric windows Etc. 

Sold with a new MOT a full service and a new cambelt kit. HPI clear....... sve £2,195.00 
FORD MONDEO ZETEC 2.0 TDCi, 5 door hatchback, metallic blue, local car in very nice condition 
throughout, PAS, alloys, aircon, remote central locking, electric windows and doors and mirrors, 
radio/cd, very nice example of this popular inte diesel car, Sold with a new MOT, a full service 
and a new cambelt kit, HPi clear 

FIAT PUNTO 1.9 DIESEL. Metallic dark red. 5 deere: Previously supplied by ourselves. 
Air-conditioning. PAS. Central locking. Electric windows. Radio. Very tidy and economical car for it's 
age. Sold with a new MOT a full Service and a new cambelt. HPI clear .. i} 
PEUGEOT 206CC COUPE. CABRIOLET. 1600cc Petrol. Black..... 


Cars Wanted, Cash Paid 
S & S MOTORS 


+10 £3,595.00 


sve £2,795.00 


-+++£2,350.00 


«+ £1,995.00 


63 Ploughley Road, Arncott, Bicester OX25 INY (3 miles off the A41 from Bicester) 


Tel: 01869 253933 www.sandsmotorsbicester.co.uk 


firm aiming to expand sales 
worldwide. 

The big brother of the success- 
ful compact Captur pitches into 
a hard-fought sector with strik- 
ing looks, an impressive bundle 
of technology, plenty of space 
and versatility. 

And with an 18-model UK 
range offering three engines, 
two gearboxes, four trim levels 
and two- or four-wheel drive, 
there is also plenty of choice. 

On the road, the accent is firm- 
ly on comfort and that fits beau- 
tifully with its role as a safe, spa- 
cious, family load-lugger. 

And, while it might lack Audi 
or BMW crispness in terms 
of country road handling, the 
Spanish-built Kadjar is settled, 
easy to manage and relaxing. 

Some of the statistics sur- 
rounding this sizeable car are 
pretty surprising. 

The latest 1.5-litre, 110 horse- 
power, turbo-diesel engine emits 
103 g/km of carbon dioxide; well 
down the vehicle excise duty 


Renault Kadjar Dynamique S Nav, another of the popular crossovers 


list, while holding out the tempt- 
ing prospect of returning more 
than 70mpg. 

Nav models have full LED 
headlights and LED daytime 
running lamps. 

The dashboard has a standard 
digital speedometer in a crystal 
clear, seven-inch display. 

Standard equipment includes 
an automatic parking brake, 
front foglights, tinted windows, 
air conditioning and Bluetooth. 

All versions have an accessory 
power point, a 12-volt front sock- 
et and trip computer. 

The Kadjar’s versatility is best 
illustrated in the back where it 
has a boot-mounted, easy-folding 
rear seat system. 

It is possible to divide up the 


boot — which has a payload of 
549kg — for secure storage. 

Standard safety features in- 
clude anti-lock brakes, emergen- 
cy brake assist, stability control 
with traction and understeer 
control, cruise control, speed 
limiter and hill start assist. 

The Kadjar will become the 
company’s first model to be man- 
ufactured in China, as part of a 
venture with Dongfeng. 

And if you were wondering 
about the name, Renault says 
that it’s a mix of two things — 
‘kad’ is inspired by the word 
‘quad’, denoting four wheels: in 
France, the letters qu are pro- 
nounced as a k. And ‘jar’ is a 
reference to the French ‘jaillir’, 
meaning to emerge quickly. 


Get into gear for motor writer prizes 


THE Midland Group of Motoring 
Writers has announced details of 
the 2016 Phil awards for budding 
motoring journalists. 

If you are aged 12 to 18 and love 
writing or talking about cars, it’s a 
chance to make a name for 
yourself with leading UK car 
journalists and win great prizes. 

These include: £1,000 in travel 
vouchers and the loan of an Audi 
of your choice for your parents for 
a week; a tour of the Aston Martin 
plant at Gaydon, Warwickshire, 
and a passenger ride with one of 
the company’s test drivers plus (if 
you are aged under 16) a visit to 
Mercedes-Benz World at 
Brooklands, Surrey, for a tutored 
drive and lunch for the winner and 
their parents. 


The award was established by 
the Midland Group of Motoring 
Writers in memory of one of its 
founder members, Phil Lewellin, 
and reflects the joy he brought to 
readers worldwide with his tales 
of travelling by car. 

Entrants will need to tell a story 
about cars and travel which 
entertains the judges. 

They will be looking for creativity 
and the ability to use the chosen 
medium to best effect. 

The topic for the story is “my 
perfect car and the journey I'd take 
in it” and entries can be in any 
journalistic format, including 
electronic media. 

Typical entry formats might be a 
written article/blog of about 500 
words; or a video/vlog/ YouTube 


posting of minimum 90 seconds; 
podcast/audio file of minimum 
two minutes or a photo-essay/ 
Instagram diary of at least 10 
images or any combination of the 
above. 

There is no maximum length to 
any entry, but remember the best 
journalism is short and punchy. 

Feel free to choose your own 
format and style. Be yourself. 

Entries (either URL-link or hard 
copy/memory drive) should be 
sent to Rupert Saunders, 14 Bell 
Lane, Byfield, Northants NN11 6US 
or email: rupert@autowords.com 

The closing date for entries is 
March 31, 2016. 

You can find full details of the 
awards on the MGMW website at: 
mgmw.org.uk. 
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EDEN VAUXHALL’S BEST EVER 


BRAND NEW CAR OFFERS 


EXCLUSIVE TO EDEN VAUXHALL 


Mokka Exclusiv 


—_ 


Per Month 


ZERO 


Deposit 
Air Con Honey Bluetooth, 
Parking Sensors, 40.9 MPG 


Astra Excite 


0% £169 


APR Per Month 


£495 


Deposit 
Air Conditioning, Bluetooth 
Alloys, 45.6 MPG 


Corsa Energy 
£3,000 MINIMUM 


PART EXCHANGE ON YOUR VEHICLE 


£139 ZERO 4.4% 


Per Month Deposit APR 


Heated Seats And Windscreen. Buetooth 54.3 MPG 


£2,000 MINIMUM 


All-New Viva SE 
PART EXCHANGE ON YOUR VEHICLE 


£99 £99 O%1 2.9% £159 £159 


Per Month Deposit APR APR PerMonth Deposit 
Bluetooth, USB. Cruse Control, 62.8 MPG Air Conditioning, Bluetooth, 53.3 MPG 


Astra SRi 


Corsa SXi 


9 £179 £159 £159 £129 £129 


Antara Exclusiv a SRi 


£189 £189 £1 


Per Month Deposit Per Month Deposit PerMonth Deposit PerMonth Deposit 


“ ms Banbury Stratford Upon Avon 4 
r] Beaumont Road Banbury Oxfordshire OX16 1IRH Birmingham Road Stratford Upon Avon Warwickshire CV37 OHR 
~ Tet 01295 755 400 Tet 01789 416 900 


VAUXHALL www.edenvauxhall.com a better workd of motoring 


*Terms and Conditions apply Astra Excite Cash Price £13700-Customer deposit £495- Scrappage allowance £5,000- Total amount of credit £12505 -47 monthly payments of £169.81 - Optional final payment £4356 - Total amount payable £13,700 - Representative 0% APR Moka Exclusiv Cash Price £18000 - Scrappage allowance £5000-Zero customer 
deposit- Total amount of credit £13000-35 monthly payments of £18936 — Optional final payment £7237 - Total ammount payable £18 864 60- Representative 2.9% APR — based on 5000 miles per year. Corsa Eneray Cash Price £11735 - Scrappage allowance £3000 -Zero customer deposit - Total amount of credit £8 735-35 monthly payments of £139.90 -— 
Optional final payment £4,400 - Total amount payable £12594.50 - Representative 4.4% APR - based on 5.000 miles per year, Viva SE Cash Price £8080- Customer Deposit £99 - Total amount of credit £7981 -47 monthly payments of £99.00 Optional final payment £3191 - Total amount payable £8080 - Representative 0% APR. Adam Jam Cash Price 
£11650 - Scrappage allowance £2000 - Customer Deposit £159.00 Total amount of credit £94935 monthly payments of £159.26 — Optional final payment £4,516 - Total amount payable £12249.10- Representative 2.9% APR - based on 5 000 miles per year. To qualify for Scrappage the part exchange car must be registered in your name for 90 days. These 
offers supersede ant other offer and cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Excess mileage will be charged on the above vehicles. This promotion is available on the above model ands available on Eden Vauxhall stock only. Finance is subject to status, terms and conditions apply. Applicant must be 18 years or over. Finance by Vauxhall finance, PO Box 
6666 Cardiff CFI5 7YT and Black Horse finance St William House Tresillian Terrace Cardiff CFI SBH For further details please contact your local Eden branch 
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Jooce Huw Garace 


mick partictt 
« ' 


oi 


M.J. Wearing Ld, 


| filaeh! 
CAR SALES LTD 


DEALER —— 


Oxfordshire’s best local car deals. All in one place. Set Ae 


WWW.BANBURYCAKE.CO.UK/CARS Cross Reads Garage 


WHY BUY LOCAL 

* You get a choice of 1,000’s of cars across main dealers network 

¢ They offer warranties which gives you peace of mind 

¢ Manufacturer support if you buy a car from a main dealer 

¢ If you need Finance a dealer can help you with this 

° The vehicle will have been checked/inspected by a trained technician 

¢ The car will have been HPI checked 

¢ All paperwork will be taken care of including transfer of ownership, 
private plates etc 

¢ A number of dealers offer the use of a courtesy car 

¢ Support your local economy, local dealers employ local people 

¢ The simple answer is peace of mind 


NOW 
SO, IF YO U ARE THINKING OF BUYING A USED oT eane 
WHERE TO GO...VISIT WWW.BANBURYCAKE.CO. 


DEALER = 


Oxfordshire’s best local car deals. All in one place. 


WWW.BANBURYCAKE.CO.UK/CARS 
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BANBURY 


Van & Car Hire Ltd T: 01295 256555 


M: 07888 747323 


E; Mrecbanburyvanandcarhire_co.uk 


So whether you’re moving want short hire or business hire 
Contact the team today for assistance in choosing the right vehicle. 
Prices quoted exclude insurance & vat 
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House removals and packing service 
Office removals contracts 

Piano removals 

House clearances 

Man & Van service from £45 per hour 


